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SPRING 1989 


Lawler: Meeting the challenge 





l Simone JERRY LAWLER 
The AWA World champion talks about 
Kerry Von Enrich, rulebreaking, and person- 
al integrity with Wrestling 89 editors Eddie 
Eliner and Bill Apter 


Bours TO HEAD: 

ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 

VS. KAMALA 

What would happen if the “Madman From 
The Sudan” met the “Ugandan Giant’’? Four 
experts predict the outcome of this poten- 
tially bloody match 


7) ae 89: 

STEVE WILLIAMS 

Something strange has come over Steve 
Williams since joining The Varsity Club. 
When Wrestling 89 went to Atlanta to inter- 
view “Dr. Death,” we found him to be a 
greatly changed man 


Se warsrites S NEW BREED: 
MORE POWER TO THEM— 

BUT IS THAT ENOUGH? 

Today’s wrestlers are bigger and stronger 
than ever. But is all that extra time in the 
gym actually preventing today’s hottest 
musclemen from winning the champion- 
ships they seek? 
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“FOR TODAY’S WRESTLING FAN” 


Sting: Ready for war 
TT 
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Elizabeth: Not so innocent 


34 woouam, THE WARRIORS, 
AND FLAIR: THEY'LL FEEL 

THE STING IN ‘89! 

For two years, Sting has concentrated on 
leaming the important scientific skills he'll 
need to become a world champion. Now 
he’s ready to test those skills 


S36xours VS. MOUTH! 
CORNETTE & DANGEROUSLY 

LEAD THEIR TEAMS INTO BATTLE 
As the feud between their respective ver- 
sions of The Midnight Express grows, Jim 
Comette and Paul E. Dangerously are esca- 
lating their verbal war 


40 ux “INNOCENT” 
MANIPULATOR: WHY ELIZABETH 
WILL CAUSE ANOTHER 
HOGAN-SAVAGE WAR 

She Jooks innocent enough, but the lovely 
Elizabeth holds the key to a new Hogan- 


Savage rivalry 


42 vu PRIVATE SIDE: 

NIKITA KOLOFF 

Nikita Koloff, Russian, is not the same man 
he used to be. Join Wrestling 89 as we visit 
the home of Nikita Koloff, American 
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Nikita: His American home 


44 vou DECIDE: SHOULD 
TITLE MATCHES BE 

TWO OUT OF THREE FALLS? 

More and more, title matches are being 
decided by outside interference, foreign 
objects, and self-disqualification. Is there 
any way to help prevent such abomina- 
tions? You decide! 
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wrestling’s biggest stars. 
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OPENING BELL 


OME RANDOM THOUGHTS as I flip through the pages of this issue of 
Wrestling 89, moments before sending the magazine to press: 

First, to “Feedback.” We've received a lot of flak for our cover story in the 
Winter 1988 edition, “Beyond The Squared Circle: The Hulk Hogan You Never 
Knew!” I understand the point reader Linda Hubby is making when she says 
that we did Hogan a disservice by first writing how much he relished his priva- 
cy and then running photos of him at a public beach without his approval. In 
fact, we had a major editorial debate beforehand about the ethics of running the 
pictures. But the bottom line, Linda, is we publish Wrestling 89 for our readers, 
not Hulk Hogan. The “Hulkster,” by the way, did not register a complaint, as 
you predicted he would. As a public figure, he realizes that there will be times 
when his privacy will be infringed upon. He is man enough to take the bitter 
with the sweet of his celebrity status. 

Another subject that was dealt with in “Feedback,” as well as in “Newsline,” 
is the sale and transfer of controlling interest in the NWA from Jim Crockett Pro- 
motions to Turmer Broadcasting Systems. What changes can we expect from 
the new management? Well, after a recent trip to Atlanta during which Senior 
Editor Bill Apter was to interview the new NWA brass, Bill had this tale: “I was 
told that I could find the executives at the TV taping at the WTBS studio. When I 
got there, I saw all these men in three-piece suits watching matches through 
plastic 3-D glasses!” 

The Tumer people plan to experiment with 3-D wrestling! A little more inno- 
vative than birds, dogs, and snakes—wouldn’t you say? 

Briefly... 

I urge you to respond not only to “You Decide,” regarding the passing of 
two-out-of-three falls title matches, but also to comment on the story “Wresting’s 
New Breed: More Power To Them—But Is That Enough?” Maybe we're contra- 
dicting our motto “For Today’s Wrestling Fan” by looking back to the days of 
yore, but isn't it possible that today’s wrestling fans aren’t particularly happy 
with some of the current trends in the sport? . . . After reading “Windham, The 
Wammors, & Flair: They'll Feel The Sting In 89,” don't you get the impression 
that Sting is falling into the same trap that has crippled the careers of so many 
young superstars before him? Sting, ask Tommy Rich what effect needless 
feuds can have on your career. . . Kamala vs. Abdullah, “Head to Head’’? Might 
as well go all the way. Make it a cage match with barbed wire at the top and 
lock the gate . . . Steve Williams (“Interview 89”’) is finally being true to himself 
by becoming a mulebreaker again. Williams never stopped breaking the nules, 
even though, for a time, he courted the favor of the fans. If a guy breaks rules, 
he’s a rulebreaker. He shouldn't try to be something he’s not, and he certainly 
shouldn't be cheered for illegal actions . . . Is Elizabeth what she appears to be? 
“The ‘Innocent’ Manipulator: Why Elizabeth Will Cause Another Hogan-Savage 
War’ proves that she is not. And I’m glad. It’ll be a good lesson to not only Sav- 
age and Hogan, but the fans and media alike if, in fact, she duped us with her 
looks. Will we make the same mistake the next time a pretty face comes along? 
No way .. . Finally, “Mouth vs. Mouth: Dangerously & Cornette Lead Their 
Teams Into Battle.” Forget about the battle inside the ring between the two 
teams claiming the right to be called The Midnight Express. The real battle is 
the war of words between the two managers. This is gonna be fun! 
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gerald 41—David Fitzgerald; 42-3—Bill Otten 
wedding photo), Floyd See (all others); 44—Bill 
Apter, 45—David Fitzgerald; 47—David Fitzger- 
ald; 49—Jim Caldwell; 50—Len McAlister (top), 
Roy London (bottom); 52—Bill Apter; 54—Bob 
Leonard; 55—Len McAlister; 56—Roy London; 
57—Buddy Myers; 58—Buddy Myers; 60-1—Da- 
vid Fitzgerald; 65—Brad McFarlin 
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unsolicited manuscripts or photographs, which 
will not be returned unless accompanied by a 
selfaddressed envelope bearing the proper 
amount of postage. No part of this magazine can 
be reproduced without the writen permission 
of the publisher. All rights reserved. 
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The Von Erich 
family has long 
been known as 

“The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling.’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and 
collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 
bring all the excitement, 


drama, tragedy, and tn- } 
umph of the Von Enchs - 
into your home! : 
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ty, oF $20.00 or more 
of this se scrapbook. But in this 
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Iam enclosing: 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 





_ Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- 


sensational 70-minute tape: 

against King Kong Bundy. 

Kevin won the World Class Amencan belt! 
Race. 


World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 
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THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE's an up-close and personal look 

at the Von Enrich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 

Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 

Mike, and Fritz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 

lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 
® The entire June |, 1982, Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
® The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Erich-Terry Gordy match in which 
@ Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 


® The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Ench captured the NWA 


® Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 


Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 


@ Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fnitz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 
man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike’s hospital- 


ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 
history of the entire Von Ench family in words and pictures. _ 


ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, © 

David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—in — 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 
zling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Erich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 
hardcover volume measures 8'/2x1] and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 


|| THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 


_| THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 


|) MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


© $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape I am ordering. 
@ $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book I am ordering. 
© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package 1am ordering. 


STATE: ____ZIP: 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 


| mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 
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FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited 
Send them to: Feedback; Wrestling 89, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 

Your article “Beyond The Squared 
Circle: The Hulk Hogan You Never 
Knew!” (Winter 1988) disturbed me 
very much. You say that Hogan is a 
private man. Well, you should respect 
that. Printing private pictures of his 
family and friends in your magazine is 
sneaky. I know that he was angry that 
you took these pictures of him. I know 
personally that he doesn’t like that 
stuff. 

I used to respect your magazine, but 
now I will stop buying it. I’m sure 
you'll get an angry phone call from 
Hogan. I hope he tells you off. 

If you continue this practice of an- 
noying the ‘“Hulkster,” he may 
comtemplate retiring just to avoid this 
situation. We, the fans, don’t want that 
at all. 





LINDA HUBBY 


Wrestling 89 never should have printed private photos of Hulk Hogan, writes Linda Hubby, a fan of 


Clearwater, FL Hogan's who thinks this magazine invaded his privacy. 





TED TURNER—AND THE NWA—AT THE CROSSROADS 


By Jim Dibble 


I am a wrestling fan who has a great interest in the 
recent sale of the NWA to television mogul Ted Turner. 
I've been reading everything I can about the sale, be- 
cause I feel it is one of the most important developments 
in the sport since the rock ’n’ wrestling connection. 

Tumer can take the NWA in two directions. 

As a shrewd television expert, Tumer might wish to 
change the NWA into a more glitzy promotion. In doing 
this, he would merely be mimicking the achievements of 
Vince McMahon. Whether or not you like the WWF, you 
can't deny that McMahon’s federation is currently the 
most popular, most widely watched, and most financially 
successful promotion in the sport. 

McMahon and Tumer share a similar business sense. 
Like McMahon, Turner has this idea that modem viewers 
constantly need flashy television to stay interested. Is it 
any wonder that Tumer buys the nights to old black-and- 
white movies and colorizes them? Adding color to old 
movies is unnecessary; many are classics and can stand 
on their own. So can the NWA, which has an 85-year 
tradition of excellence. Will he try to make unnecessary 
changes in an already fine organization? 

For the WWF, the bottom line is making sure the 
product will look good on television. WWF shows fea- 


ture glitzy production and special effects, plus unnecessary 
people like Brother Love—all, supposedly, so the home 
audience will not be bored. Tumer might use his television 
experience to make the NWA into another WWF—destroy- 
ing the traditions of the NWA in the process. 

Tumer’s other option, however, is to continue the fine 
work of Jim Crockett. Under Crockett, the NWA concen- 
trated on promoting great athletic competition more than 
a McMahon brand of “sports entertainment.” NWA 
matches were always exciting; they never needed dogs, 
birds, snakes, and other distractions. 

With the financial resources at his disposal, Tumer can 
re-acquire some of the big-name talent that recently left 
the NWA. Crockett might not have had the money to 
keep Tully Blanchard, Am Anderson, Ronnie Garvin, and 
The Powers of Pain in the NWA, but Tumer does. The 
WWF won't make their money off disenchanted NWA 
stars anymore. 

It's a choice Tumer will have to make. He can turn the 
NWA into an all-show-and-no-substance federation like 
the WWF, or he can use his resources to keep the NWA 
ranks full of talent and athletic expertise. I hope he opts 
for the latter. We don’t need another WWF. 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Atlanta) 


Each issue, Wrestling 89 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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AN AMERICAN HERO 

In your last issue, you printed a n- 
diculous letter written by an obvious 
lowlife, Peter Weyler of Trenton, New 
Jersey. The letter, entitled “A Giant 
Awakening,” called Hacksaw Duggan 
the most pathetic character in 
wrestling. 

Well, Mr. Weyler, I have some 
news for you: Hacksaw Duggan is not 
pathetic by any means. Duggan is 
wrestling’s most popular man! 

Day in and day out, Duggan gives 
his all to defend his patriotic values. 
That’s something that should be an in- 
spiring sight, not a pathetic one. May- 
be he couldn’t bring down the mighty 
Andre the Giant, but at least he did his 





gue 





best to rid wrestling of that giant scum. 
For that, al/ fans are grateful. 

Mr. Weyler, I guess, is not a true fan 
of wrestling if he can insult Duggan’s 
efforts. Duggan is currently taking on 
another enemy of America, Dino Bra- 
vo. Bravo and his manager, Frenchy 
Martin, have begun a campaign 
against the United States, and only 
Duggan has the guts, the patriotism, 
and the fan support to stand up to 
these foreign conspirators. 

Hey, Weyler, if that’s “pathetic,” I 








FEEDBACK 


TOME FADES AWAY 

I wish Wrestling 88 was a monthly! 
No other publication packs so much 
information, features, and stories in 
one complete package. One of my fa- 
vorite features, however, definitely 
showed how quickly events occur in 


guess I don't know the meaning of ? é 


that word. Judging from his wresting, I 
guess Duggan doesn't, either. 
JENNIFER WICK 


Philadelphia | 





Jim Cornette is a great manager who has had a 


lot of different things to worry about recently, 
writes Perry Rianhard. 


In the Winter 1988 edition, you had 
Jim Cornette wnite the ‘““Manager’s Fo- 
rum.” Comette is definitely one of my 
favonte men in wrestling. Unfortunate- 
ly, however, he was wniting about how 
The Four Horsemen and The Midnight 
Express were finally going to begin a 
series of matches. That was way back 
when the Midnights were the NWA 
U.S. tag team champions. 

Like I said, a lot has changed in a 
very short period of time. Tully Blan- 
chard and Am Anderson lost the 
NWA World belts and left the NWA. 


Hacksaw Duggan is wrestling’s most popular man because he fights against rulebreakers like Andre the 
Giant and Dino Bravo to defend his patriotic values, writes Jennifer Wick. She was responding to a fan 
who called Duggan pathetic. 


The Express held the title for a brief 
time until The Road Warriors surprised 
(Continued on page 56) 
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TED TURNER BUYS THE NWA 
Ted Turner, America’s Cup sailor 
and owner of the NBA’s Atlanta 
Hawks, baseball’s Atlanta Braves, 
The Omni arena, SuperStation WTBS, 
and the Cable News Network, added 
to his portfolio in early November 
with the acquisition of controlling in- 
terest in the National Wrestling Alli- 
ance from Jim Crockett Promotions. 


y 





Broadcasting mogul Ted Tumer has bought con- 
trolling interest in the NWA from Jim Crockett 
Promotions. 


Tumer Broadcasting officials re- 
fused to disclose financial details of 
the sale, which could go far toward 
changing the balance of power in 
professional wrestling. Over the past 
several years, the WWF has led the 
sport in arena attendance, public visi- 
bility, and merchandising, while sign- 
ing several wrestlers away from com- 
peting federations—including the 
NWA. 

But with the backing of Tumer, 
one of the richest men in America, 
the NWA might be ready to issue a 
challenge. 

TBS Board Chairman and President 
Tumer immediately announced the 
formation of Universal Wrestling Cor- 
poration, a subsidiary of TBS that will 
run the NWA. The Universal Wres- 
tlng Corporation obtained Crockett 
Promotions’ programing operations 
and the contracts of its wrestlers. It 
will also supervise production of all 
TV shows, produce programs for in- 
ternational home video distribution 
and pay-per-view events, and over- 
see NWA arena promotions. 
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NEWSLINE. 


“The purpose of buying out Jim 
Crockett Promotions was to ensure 
the future of wrestling on the Super- 
Station,” said TBS Vice President of 
Syndication Jack Petrik, who was 
named president of Universal Wres- 
tling Corporation. “It’s a very impor- 
tant part of our programing 
schedule.” 

Petrik pointed out that the Crockett 
family is still involved with the NWA. 
In fact, Jim Crockett will stay on as 
vice president of Universal Wrestling 
Corporation. “The Crocketts will 
have a financial involvement with the 
success of the company,” Petrik said. 
“We purchased certain assets, not all 
of the assets, primarily the wrestling 
contracts and syndication agree- 
ments and the rings.” 

Prior to the sale, four hours of 
NWA wrestling appeared each week 
on the SuperStation, spread over 
three programs: the Saturday mor- 
ing edition of World Championship 
Wrestling, the two-hour Saturday 
evening edition of World Champion- 
ship Wrestling, and Main Event on 
Sunday evenings. “It’s a very impor- 
tant part of our program schedule,” 
said Petnk. 

TBS, in fact, now owns a large por- 
tion of its programing, including the 
MGM movie library, Braves baseball, 
Hawks basketball, and wrestling. 
And with the addition of Tumer Net- 
work Television, which recently 
debuted on many cable systems na- 
tionwide, the need for original pro- 
graming became even more urgent. 

Petnik was quick to point out, how- 
ever, that no big changes are in store 
for the NWA. “Don’t expect any im- 
mediate changes,” Petrik said. “We 
can bring a lot to the table to help 
the NWA, but there’ll be no revolu- 
tion. It'll be more like an evolution of 
changes. We can add expertise in 
many areas. We want to make sure 
we get the best product.” 

Petnk noted that he has been asso- 
ciated with wrestling since the late 
1950s, when he produced a wrestling 
program for 12 years as the manager 
of a TV station in Omaha, Nebraska. 
And he is familiar enough with the 
sport to know that, at this point, the 
NWA can only aspire to be as strong 
as the WWF. “We'd like to be in the 








position that Vince McMahon is,” 
Petnk said, “but there’s room for us 
and Vince. There’s room for two 
good wrestling companies.” 

Said Petnk, “We wouldn't take [the 
NWA] over if we didn’t think it was 
in good shape. They have a good 
lineup of wrestlers and they've all 
come aboard with us. We have that 
as a basis to continue, and we think 
we can improve not only what's in 
the ning, but the promotional aspect. 
We have a lot of assets to draw 


upon. 


“DR. DEATH’ OFF THE HOOK 
Charges against Steve Williams for 
“willfully, knowingly, and unlawfully” 
attempting to export cocaine from 
the United States have been 
dropped. As reported in the Winter 
1988 installment of “Newsline,” Wil- 
liams would have faced five years in 
a federal penitentiary if found guilty 
of the charge, which is a felony. 
Williams was arrested at Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport on January 4, 
1988, after being stopped for ques- 
tioning. A subsequent search by U.S. 
Customs inspectors allegedly found 
that Williams had in his possession 
three grams of cocaine, 22 grams of 
marijuana, two grams of psilocybin, 
assorted barbituates, 241 steroid tab- 
lets, and 28 milliliters of an injectable 





Drug charges against Steve ‘Dr. Death’’ Wil- 
liams have been dropped. Williams was arrested 
last January in Detroit. 


steroid. Williams appeared before a 
US. District Court August 15 on 
these charges. 

Federal Prosecutor John Roth re- 
vealed that the “United States decid- 
ed not to proceed against Williams at 
this time.” As the prosecuting attor- 
ney in the case, Roth opted to dis- 
miss Williams without prejudice. 

Usually a dismissal precludes the 
possibility that the charges will be 
reheard. The “without prejudice” 
stipulation, however, allows Roth to 
reprosecute if the federal case 
against Williams becomes stronger. 

Both Williams and his lawyer, Larry 
Rapoport, understand that should 
Williams be arrested on similar 
charges, these first charges will not 
be ignored. In that case, Williams 
might be forced to withstand two 
separate trials. This would eliminate 
the leniency often shown to first-time 
offenders. 


RANDOM NOTES 

Sources in Connecticut tell us that 
the WWF is opening its first full-scale 
merchandise outlet in the Milford 
Mall. The store will feature only 
WWF goods, including posters, out- 
fits, T-shirts, all WWF catalog items, 
and several exclusive items. No 
word on the opening date, which 
will probably be announced on TV 
by the WWF shortly ... The WWF, 
by the way, returned to Nassau Coli- 
seum in Uniondale, Long Island, on 
November ll and drew a paid 
crowd of 12,149, the best New York- 
metropolitan area crowd in several 
months. The WWF pulled out of the 
Coliseum last November, when the 
NWA started running shows there. 
The highlight of the card was when 
Hulk Hogan bodyslammed Slick and 
Brother Love. Hogan then pulled off 
Love’s pants, revealing red-hearted 
underwear ... Jimmy Golden and 
Robert Fuller defeated former Stud 
Stable teammates Cactus Jack and 
Gary Young for the CWA tag belts 
on November 7. The Stud Stable split 
up after an argument over which 
team deserved a shot at AWA World 
tag champs Bad Company ... Sever- 
al former and current stars were on 
hand for a “Weekend With the 
Champions” at the Stevensville 


NEWSLINE. 


? 


& v) 





The Iron Sheik catches Sgt. Slaughter in an abdominal stretch during their match at a special 








“Weekend With The Champions” in Swan Lake, New York. 


Country Club in Swan Lake, New 
York. In the main event of a special 
card there, Sgt. Slaughter defeated 
archrival The Iron Sheik by disquali- 
fication ... Former NWA World 
champion Ronnie Garvin has signed 
with the WWF and is scheduled to 
start in late December. Rumors have 
circulated that Garvin might take on 
Bobby “The Brain’ Heenan as his 
manager ... D.J. Peterson, formerly 
with the WWF, is now wrestling for 
Bob Geigel’s AWA/Central States 
promotion. The Central States, by the 
way, is now recognizing all AWA 
championships ... Soldat Ustinov 
and Teijho Khan have left the AWA. 
Neither could be reached for com- 
ment on their future plans ... At 
press time, Warlord of The Powers 
of Pain was still out of action with a 
back injury. Barbarian has not cho- 
sen a replacement and is wrestling in 
singles matches ... The World Class 
Texas tag team title has been 
merged with the World Class tag 
team title. The Samoan Swat Team, 
which held both belts, are now the 
only World Class tag team champi- 


ons ... Johnny Valiant is wrestling 
for the NWF in western Pennsylvania 
... Tim Horner has signed with the 
WWF ... Tom Thumb, a star on the 
midget circuit from 1978 to 1983, 
died on October 16 in a car accident 
near Libau, Manitoba. Tom’s car 
skidded and went off the Devil's 
Creek Bndge during a heavy rain- 
storm. Tom, 27, was also known as 
Tiny Tom. 


THE LAST WORD 

Jesse Ventura is known to be out- 
spoken, but we never knew he had 
an interest in politics. Rest assured, 
however, that “The Body” was well- 
informed on this year’s presidential 
race. While in Ft. Wayne, Indiana, 
for a WWF TV taping, Ventura had 
some sharp words for Indiana’s wres- 
tling fans. “What do these people 
know in Ft. Wayne?” Ventura asked. 
“Dan Quayle’s their senator!’’ But the 
citizens of Indiana had the last word 
in this case: George Bush and 
Quayle won Indiana early on election 
night and went on to easily win the 
national election. C) 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Craig Peters 


A MANDATE FOR QUALITY 


COMMON ANALYSIS of the recently completed 
1988 presidential election is that President-elect 
George Bush failed to achieve a mandate. Unlike the 
situation in 1980, when Ronald Reagan won a landslide 
victory over incumbent Jimmy Carter and the Republi- 
cans took over the Senate, the margin of Bush’s victory, 
combined with the Democrats’ continued gains in Con- 
gress, made it clear that this is neither a conservative nor 
a liberal country. We’re happy with a Republican leader 
and Democratic lawmakers—a system of checks and 
balances. 

With this in mind, I thought I’d take a look at the 
March 1989 year-end issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated to 
see if the fans, by their votes on the various PWI 
Achievement '88 awards, gave any one federation a man- 
date. Here’s how the awards shaped up: 

Rookie of the Year: Madusa Miceli (AWA). 

Inspirational Wrestler of the Year: Jerry Lawler (AWA) 

Most Improved Wrestler of the Year: Sting (NWA) 

Manager of the Year; J.J. Dillon (NWA) 

Feud of the Year: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger (NWA) 

Most Popular Wrestler of the Year: Randy Savage 


Most Hated Wrestler of the Year: Andre the Giant 
Match of the Year: Hulk Hogan vs. Andre the Giant 


Tag Team of the Year: The Road Warriors (NWA) 

Wrestler of the Year: Randy Savage (WWF) 

The awards were split among three federations: the 
AWA (two awards), NWA (four), and WWF (four). The 
two most important awards for overall achievement— 
Wrestler of the Year and Tag Team of the Year—were 
split between the WWF and NWA. But the two awards 
that indicate which wrestlers were able to draw the most 
fan attention—Most Popular and Most Hated—were swept 
by the WWF. What does this mean? 

There’s a common line sounded by those within the 
show business industry: “I don’t care what you say about 
me, just spell my name right.” In other words, there’s no 
such thing as bad publicity. 

That line might be changed for pro wrestling, but it still 
basically means the same thing: “I don’t care if you 
cheer me or boo me, don’t just sit there and do nothing.” 
Very simply, the most successful men in wrestling are 
the ones who are cheered or booed the most. They’re 
the ones that get the most attention and, therefore, make 
the most money. 

In the Most Popular voting, 34,303 votes went to Savage 
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and Hogan of the WWF; 26,788 to Sting and Lex Luger of 
the NWA. That’s a 56 percent to 44 percent edge for the 
WWF, counting only the top four finishers. In the Most 
Hated voting, 22,523 votes went to Andre and Ted DiBi- 
ase of the WWF; 12,934 went to first runner-up Barry 
Windham of the NWA; Eddie Gilbert, who joined the 
NWA late in the year, was second runner-up with 10,296 
votes. 

It appears to me that the WWF did get a clear man- 
date from the fans: Its wrestlers are inspiring the most fan 
emotion. Their wrestlers are pulling the fans out of their 
seats to either boo or cheer. Basically, it’s these wres- 
tlers—the men that inspire a reaction—who bring fans to 
the arenas and make them tum on their TV sets. 

Ah, but there’s a catch! The match most fans will re- 
member—and the one that most fans watched on national 
network TV—was held in the WWF: the titanic February 
5 showdown between Hulk Hogan and Andre the Giant. 
But the Feud of the Year, the matchup that brought the 
fans out to the arenas time and again, belonged to the 
NWA: Ric Flair vs. Lex Luger. 

And the Most Improved Wrestler of the Year, Sting, is 
surely a top candidate to take over Wrestler of the Year 
and Most Popular Wrestler of the Year in 1989. The Road 
Warriors won Tag Team of the Year based on their sec- 
ond-half performance, and figure to attract a lot of atten- 
tion in the coming year. Add the emergence of Paul E. 
Dangerously in the NWA’s managerial ranks, and the 
upcoming Midnight Express vs. Midnight Express feud, 
and it’s easy to conclude that the NWA vs. WWF wars 
are far from over. 

In fact, they've just begun. Tumer Broadcasting’s ac- 
quisition of the NWA in early November (see “Newsline” 
on page 10) means that Vince McMahon now has ‘ed 
Tumer, one of the richest men in America, as his archn- 
val. And it’s well-known among wrestling insiders that 
there is no love lost between these two men, dating back 
to the days when the WWF was seen on WTBS. It’s 
going to be interesting to see what changes the NWA 
has in store for the coming year. 

In politics, the voters show no allegiance to a party that 
isn’t doing the job. In wrestling, the fans show no alle- 
giance to a federation that isn’t providing them with ac- 
tion and excitement. In 1988, the WWF probably took a 
slight lead in those departments. But the lead Js slight; 
now it’s being challenged. 

In reality, the only mandate is for quality. CJ 





Craig Peters is managing editor of this magazine. 
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MANAGER’S FORUM 








By Paul Ellering 


‘THE LEGION OF DOOM 
HAS THE LAST LAUGH” 


EING THE MANAGER of the 

world’s greatest tag team has its 
downside as well as its privileges. 
One of those negatives was listening 
to all the cnitics who thought The 
Road Wamiors had grown soft. At this 
point, that issue is obviously dead. All 
I can say is, look who has the last 
laugh. 

Let me tell you something about 
professional wrestling. There are no 
fends in this sport. It took almost 
three years, but we finally took that 
rule to heart. Dusty Rhodes does not 
know what’s best for The Road War- 
nors. Neither does Sting, nor Lex 
Luger. Or for that matter Ric Flair or 
Barry Windham. There are only three 
men who know what's best for The 
Legion of Doom: Hawk, Animal, and tag team scene. 
me. That’s it. 

The NWA World tag team title we won from The Mid- 
night Express on October 29 in New Orleans should have 
been ours at least two years ago. But a combination of poor 
promotion, bad officiating, and—I’ll admit it—some tactical 
errors on my part, prevented us from achieving our goals. 
Allow me to make my points with a few examples: 

Poor promotion: When The Rock ’n’ Roll Express held 
the belts, the promoters would not sign matches with us 
because there was a perception that we were a so-called 
“fan favorite” team, as the Express certainly is. This reluc- 
tance to pit two “good” teams against each other wasted 
our time and cost us money. My men undoubtedly would 
have crushed Morton and Gibson. The camage would 
have been sickening. 

Bad officiating: We had Tully Blanchard and Am Ander- 
son beat for the World title at Starrcade ’87 in Chicago, but 
the referee saw fit to disqualify us. This was after we had 
clearly won a pinfall victory. Somebody somewhere did not 
want The Road Wamiors to win the belts that night. When I 
find out who that person is, he'll pay dearly. 

Tactical errors: We never should have teamed with 
Rhodes in pursuit of the six-man title. When we won those 
belts, we had to spend valuable time defending them. This 
was a mistake because we put ourselves in a position 
where we had to rely on someone outside The Legion of 
Doom. The six-man title is a waste. It is not worthy of The 
Road Wamiors. 

As champions, the Warriors can now set their own agen- 
da. Of course there will be the mandatory title defenses, 
but we will answer only to ourselves. The path has been 
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After three years of frustration, Paul Ellering has 
made The Road Warriors number one on the NWA 





cleared for a new era of Warrior dom- 
ination. The NWA, and wrestling as a 
whole, had best be prepared. 

There’s something else I'd like to 

write about: this feud that’s brewing 
between Jim Comette and Paul E. 
Dangerously. I don’t know much 
about Dangerously other than the fact 
that he’s brash and he’s the new kid 
on the block. He seems to have a lot 
of talent, though; I particularly enjoyed 
how he and his “Onginal” Midnight 
. Express humiliated Comette. 
3 As for Comette, we've been at 
odds since the Wamiors have been 
wrestling his Midnight Express on a 
regular basis. I despise Comette, but 
he does what he has to do for the 
good of his team. That’s the hallmark 
of good management. 

I have two perspectives on this situ- 
ation. On the one hand, I can sit back and watch as these 
men and their charges tear each other apart. As they elimi- 
nate each other from title contention, the Wamiors and I 
have two fewer teams to worry about, although I’m conf- 
dent that Hawk and Animal would demolish either version 
of The Midnight Express. 

On the other hand, I understand how Comette and Dan- 
gerously feel about impostors. As you are aware, several 
teams I don’t care to name have blatantly patterned them- 
selves after the Wamiors. Our reputation has been carefully 
and systematically built. I am disgusted by teams that feed 
off our success. 

Both men make strong arguments for their claim to the 
Midnight Express name. Comette was with the Midnights 
at the beginning. Whether it was Randy Rose and Dennis 
Condrey, Bobby Eaton and Condrey, or Eaton and Stan 
Lane, Comette was constantly searching for the nght com- 
bination. He has led his Midnights to two NWA World tag 
team titles. I commend him for that. 

Dangerously has not been around long, but it cannot be 
denied that Rose and Condrey are, in fact, the onginal 
Midnight Express duo. They were the ones who truly start- 
ed the team on its path to the top. When Dangerously 
brought them together again in 1987, they won the AWA 
World tag team belts, proving they were still a formidable 
duo. 

Officially, I will remain neutral. I really don’t care what 
happens to either team. Nevertheless, the fallout from this 
feud is certain to affect the Warnors. When it’s over, we'll 
be there to pick up the pieces. O 








| JAPANESE WOMEN 'S PRO WRESTLING 
SA ‘ 
ay > ACTION! 








You've heard about them. . . you've read 
about them . . . now you can see them for 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are 
among the most agile, athletic, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 
into your own home! 


Sample The 


Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They're all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 











Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


®@ Wendi Richter & ‘‘Devil’’ Masami vs. 
Ayumi ““Jumbo”’ Hori & Okumura 

® Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 

@ Monster Ripper & ‘‘Devil’”” Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 

@ “Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ ‘Crush Girl” Lioness Asuka vs. 
‘Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 







Riot Of The Rising Sun 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


® Yukari Omori & Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels”’ 

® Masked You & Kaoru ‘“‘Dump”’ 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 

Chigusa Nagayo—‘‘The Crush Girls” 

@ ‘Jaguar’ Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 


@ ‘Jaguar’ Rimi Yokota vs. ‘‘Devil’’ 


Special Magazine Offer: Masami 


In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 

the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the 
excitement and thrills of Japanese 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 


makes up for it. We're convinced you'll be 
completely satisfied by these programs. 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery, 


at | 
| TV SPORTS | 
home. | BOX 48 
| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: 

SPECIAL NOTE: These tapes, distributed by | am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage = ipa prised J 
Powersports Video in association with American |! and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONL Y- for each tape C) Riot Of The Rising Sun | 
Video, are being sold exclusively foralimited || | am Ordering. SOR Nite RET ORy) 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. | 

Both tapes include English play-by-play Name: 

commentary recorded alongside the original | | 
Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While | | Address: | 
the English commentary is poor, the action level | | 
and match quality of these bouts more than | {Se eee 
| | 
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BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 


Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport's most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 


PW/s award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PW/ brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 

Each issue of PWi contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 


A year’s subscription to PW/—12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
‘“SuperCards” issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It’s an 
unbeatable deal! You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Don’t delay—subscribe today! 
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yy 
Send To: TV SPORTS [] New [! Renewal 
BOX 48 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 


Yes, I’m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 





NAME 
ADDRESS = APT. 
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(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 






ON SALE NOW! 


THE BIG ONE! 


The Spectacular 
Year-End Double Issue Of 


We lrestline 


ILLUSTRATED 











The Most Celebrated Magazine Event Of The Year— 
Don't Miss It! 
100 power-packed pages, including full-color full-page 
portraits of 1988’s best wrestlers and matches! 
Achievement ’88 award winners in 10 categories 


The riotous, ridiculous, and revealing 
1988: The Year In Review 


Exclusive *‘PW/ndex’’ of every wrestler who appeared 
in the pages of PW/—and its sister publications— 
for the entire year! 


Your own “Unofficial Official Awards”’ for 1988 
Predictions for 1989 
Special features and columns 
PWYI's incredible 100-page super spectacular year-end collectors’ edition 


is cover-dated “March 1989” and is on sale right now! It’s sure to be a 
newsstand sellout, so get yours early! 


Go With The Leader—The Best Keeps Getting Better! 





CROSSFIRE 
JERRY LAWLER 











Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: It’s been a season of 
highs and lows for you, Jerry Lawler. 
You held two championships until 
Kerry Von Ench took the World 
Class title back from you... 
JERRY LAWLER: Stole the title, 
Bill, Von Erich stole the title from 
me. 

BA: We'll get to that in a moment. 
You're revered in Memphis, loathed 
in Dallas. You’re part rulebreaker, 
part technician, part mystery. Care to 
explain to the fans what’s going on 
inside that complicated head of 
yours? 

JL: It’s hardly complicated. I’m 
thinking how I’m gonna twist Kerry 
Von Erich into a pretzel the next 
time I see him. 

EDDIE ELLNER: You'd better pack 
a bigger foreign object this time. 
JL: That had no bearing on the 
match whatsover. I pinned Von 
Erich. The referee counted to three, 
which in every state save Texas 
means victory. I turned my back 
and walked away a winner. The 
next thing I know, the slimy Texan 
knocks me down from behind and 
pins me. That’s the way I see it. 
EE: J have no doubt you describe 
the match as you saw it. Unfortunate- 
ly, since I was in attendance on the 
tmught in question and saw a com- 
pletely different set of events tran- 
spire, I must conclude that you are 
suffering from paranoid fantasies, or, 
more likely, are hitting the bottle 


again. 
BA: I was at the match too, Jerry. We 
both saw you slam Kerry with a for- 
eign object. And Kerry’s foot was on 
the rope before the referee complet- 
ed the count. My question to you is: 
Why the sudden shift in values? The 
Jerry Lawler I know would never re- 
sort to using a foreign object unless 
his opponent used one first. 
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The unedited transcript follows 





Lawler goes for the foreign object hidden in his 
tights while wrestling Von Erich. 


JL: Von Erich is not as lily-white 


pure as may think. 

EE: Agreed. For years, World Class 
Officials have permitted the Von 
Enchs to get away with murder. But 
you're avoiding the question. A few 
months ago you were praised 
throughout the country for voluntarily 
surrendering the World Class title 
when videotape replays revealed 
Von Ench’s foot to be on the rope. 
Now you're guilty of an unprovoked 
attack with a foreign object. What’s 
caused you to change your 
philosophy? 

JL: I don’t know, smart guy, you tell 
me. 

EE: In a gesture of nobility, you re- 
turn the title to Kerry and soon there- 
after win it back. When you used the 
foreign object, it was taken from you. 
I say, what goes around comes 
around. Ever hear of karma? 

JL: Have you ever heard of cheating 
slimebags? Wrestling in Dallas is 
like going into the belly of the 


beast. They don’t like their Von 
Erich boys to lose down there. I 
don’t even think Kerry is aware of 
how they protect him sometimes. 
You’ve gotta fight fire with fire. I 
spent too much of my career as Mr. 
Nice Guy. Let’s not kid ourselves 
about this sport. When it’s done 
right, when it’s man vs. man in the 
ring, it’s the greatest sport in the 
world. But, I’m finally discovering, 
it’s rarely done right. When you get 
to wrestling on the world-champion- 
ship level, there are too many exter- 
nal forces involved. 
BA: You sound very embittered. 
JL: Bill, you’re one of my oldest 
friends in the business. You’ve 
known me to always maintain an 
even temperament. I think you can 
testify to my integrity. But since 
I’ve been AWA champion it’s like 
every insect in the sport has 
crawled from the cracks to go after 
my hide. You can’t believe the 
kinds of conniving vermin I 
encounter. 
EE: Did you bring the breathalyzer, 
Bill? This man is seeing bugs. I think 
he’s having an attack of the DTs. 
BA: I find nothing funny in that. 
EE: Your fondness for old Jerry Lew- 
Is movies safely dismisses you as an 
arbiter of what is and Is not funny. I 
think it’s funny that a 14-year veteran 
of the ring suddenly discovers all 
these major truths about the sport. 
Where’ve you been wrestling all 
these years, Jerry? In a hyperbaric 
chamber? Of course it’s brutal out 
there. What did you think? 
JL: For a professional reporter, you 
have a very slim knowledge of my 
career. I wrestle; I don’t argue and 
cheat. I decided long ago that I 
would not submit to the petty bick- 
ering and back-stabbing that colors 
(Continued on page 58) 











‘Have you ever heard of cheating 
slimebags? Wrestling in Dallas is like going 
into the belly of the beast. They don’t like 
their Von Erich boys to lose down there.’”’ 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
_YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


_A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


ILLUSTRATED 





A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/I ‘‘Skyflyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 
PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 





PWI BUTTON 


The Pro Wrestling Iilustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT. 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 
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To oe | Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TEM Uy 2 ae PRIC | PANTIE Y | IViAk| TV SPORTS 


—- - a “oy nt Sh cbr \ 2 = ‘| 
Box 48 
PWIT SHIRT Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
(specify size: s,m,|,x) Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


| 
| 
| 
NAME 
| 
| 
| 
| 





ADDRESS APT 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. i 
SHIRT SIZE (Small (Medium (Large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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SCOUTING REPORT 





Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 89 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


SPEED: If storming the ring to attack The Honky Tonk Man before he 
has a chance to remove his ring attire is your idea of speed, The Ultimate 
Wammior is one of the fastest men in the sport. But make no mistake about 
it: The Warmior is not a fast wrestler, and is probably on a par with Honky 
Tonk. Basically, speed is not a major part of the Warmior’s repertoire. He 
doesn’t rely on it, nor does he get hurt by it. The Warmor is more 
concemed with muscle than quickness. And he expends so much energy 
making his ring entrance, he’s spent once he gets into the B as 
ring. 


STRENGTH: Since “Scouting Report” debuted in our Winter 1983 
issue, only one man—Nikita Koloff at his physical peak in mid-1987—has 
received a perfect score. There is no doubt that the Wamior is the most 
powerful man in the WWF, even more powerful than Hulk Hogan and 
Ken Patera. The trick to wrestling the Warrior is avoiding his reach; once 
the Warrior grabs an opponent, he'll toss him around the ring like a 
stuffed animal. Warrior’s gorilla-press and slam is devastat- A 

ing; his clothesline is sensational. + 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: Severely lacking in scientific abil- 
ity and with no apparent desire to learn, The Ultimate Warmior would be 
extremely vulnerable to a top technical wrestler such as Ted DiBiase. 
Even Honky Tonk has a wider wrestling repertoire! The Warmior repre- 
sents the new breed of professional wrestler. He relies solely on a one- 
dimensional attack: power, power, and more power. And because he’s so 
strong—and so egotistical—he finds no reason to develop strengths in 
other areas. For this very reason, the Warrior had better do C — 
his best to avoid a scientific expert. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: One must wonder what happened to 
the man who had one of the finest physiques in the sport. It’s not that the 
Wamior has become flabby or underdeveloped; in fact, just the opposite 
has happened. He’s become overdeveloped and far too stiff for his own 
good. This is not a bodybuilding contest, this is a sport in which a lithe 
body is an asset. In addition, the Warrior lacks stamina. He's apparently 
spent too much time in the weight room and not enough time on the 
bikes. The Warrior will most likely fall flat on his face if ever 

extended past the 20-minute mark. 


RING INTELLIGENCE: As he gains experience, the Warrior 
gains ring intelligence. Never known as a crafty wrestler, the Warrior 
rarely makes a mistake that will cost him a match. But let’s face it, the 
Warrior has spent most of the past six months taking on Honky Tonk, 
acknowledged as one of the most limited men in the WWF. He can 
overpower Honky Tonk, but—remarkably!—he can’t outsmart him. The 
Wanmrior, however, knows the value of intimidation. He knows he can 
scare an opponent into losing. This is valuable knowledge B Se 

that the Wamior uses well. 


OVERALL GRADE: Is The Ultimate Warrior ready to win the 
WWF World title? Absolutely not. Hulk Hogan was able to hold the belt 
for four years with a power offense and virtually no defense, but at least 
the “Hulkster” knew how to use the ring and how to apply a wrestling 
move or two. Just to retain the I-C belt, the Waror must develop his 
mind, stamina, and overall skills. But let’s give credit where it’s due: 
Ultimate Warrior won a major title despite a lack of experience. Nobody 
can overpower him. And he’s incredibly determined—which B 

can take an athlete very, very far. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 





ABDULLAH 
THE BUTCHER 





Between the two of them, they’ve drawn more plasma 
than a registered nurse at an American Red Cross Blood- 
mobile. They are responsible for more injured and 
maimed opponents than any other pair of active wres- 
tlers. They are known respecuvely as the “Madman From 
The Sudan” and the “Ugandan Giant.” They are Abdullah 
the Butcher and Kamala, two of the most brutal men in 
the history of professional wrestling. 

Abdullah has been one of the most feared men in the 
sport since his American debut in 1967. Abdullah is 
uruque because he truly enjoys the sight of blood—even 
his own. A typical match in the Southern Championship 
area in early 1988 saw Abdullah use a fork, a metal 
folding chair, a ladder, the ring steps, a microphone, and 
a loaded elbowpad against his opponent! Of all the men 
who have managed him, only Gary Hart, who has now 
brought Abdullah back to the NWA, seems to be able to 
keep this 360-pound sadist under a modicum of control. 

If only someone could do the same for Kamala. Import- 
ed from the jungles of Africa several years ago, this war- 
painted beast also lusts for blood—but in a more canni- 
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balistic fashion. He is often seen openly licking his 
opponents’ blood from his fingers as he satiates his lust 
for gore. He’s had several managers as well, but even 
men like King Curtis, Billy Robinson, and Mr. Fuji have 
had serous trouble with him. For some reason, the sav- 
age monster usually retums to World Class manager 
Gen. Skandor Akbar for guidance. 

The parallels between these two savages don’t stop 
there. Despite rolls of fat that hang from both their bod- 
jes, Abdullah and Kamala are somehow able to display 
stunning agility at times. Abdullah's elbowdrop is one of 
the best in wrestling, while Kamala’s splash from the top 
turmbuckle has hospitalized scores of opponents. 

What would happen if Kamala met Abdullah one-on- 
one in the center of the ring? We shudder to think of the 
consequences, but that didn’t stop us from commission- 
ing four well-informed panelists to give us their analyses 
of a match between these two huge wrestlers. All agreed 
that it would be the most savagely brutal and sadistic 
encounter ever unleashed before the homified eyes of 
wrestling fans. 








HEAD TO HEAD 


KEVIN VON ERICH 

I’m another one of those “lucky” wrestlers 
who has faced both Kamala and Abdullah 
during my career. I’m also one of the few 
who can say that I’ve done very well against 
them. Meeting men like these isn’t something 
I look forward to doing, but I realize it's 
something that must be done. 

If you put the two of them together, 
though, I really think that ticket sales should 

; ~ be reserved for adults only, kind of like an R- 

a: 2 rated movie. This is not the kind of thing that 
young ahlaren should be allowed to take part in. I'd be too afraid for 
the safety of the patrons in the arena, because there’s little doubt that 
these two madmen would tear it to pieces. 

Abdullah simply loves to hurt people. If he doesn't cut you open in 
the early stages of a wrestling match, he gets very frustrated. Kamala, 
on the other hand, is more of a carnivorous creature than Abdullah. He 
doesn’t really seem to Jove hurting people—he’s just doing what comes 
naturally to him. It’s like he’s hunting more than he is wrestling. 

This so-called “match” is a very close call. Kamala is bigger than 
Abdullah, and those vicious chops of his would break open the 
grooves on Abdullah’s head within seconds. Kamala would next proba- 
bly tackle his opponent, and if you know anything about Abdullah you 
know that when he's down, he’s easy to defeat. Kamala would proba- 
bly splash him and cover him for the pin. 

If that didn’t happen, Abdullah would probably work over Kamala 
with elbowsmashes, and he’d probably resort to using his torture 
chamber of foreign objects. But he usually faces opponents that are 
much smaller than Kamala, and the African would probably be able to 
take everything Abdullah dishes out. 

I'd have to pick Kamala as the winner—if anybody survives, that is. 

Kevin Von Erich is a former World Class champion. 





- MAGNUM T.A. 
Personally, I wouldn’t want to be anywhere 
-__—sineara match like this. I wouldn't even want 
. » to do color commentary. Seeing Kamala or 
| Abdullah wrestle by themselves is bad 
enough, but throwing them together is asking 
for big trouble. These guys are animals! 
Seriously, there are great differences be- 
| tween these two giants, although many ex- 
‘ perts fail to see them. I’ve wrestled Kamala 
} several times, and they were among the 
a toughest matches I’ve ever had. Kamala acts 
like a man v8 3 is seeing civilization for the first time. Slow and deliber- 
ate at times, he’s capable of stunning his opponents with bursts of 
speed. His devastating assortment of chops and kicks can draw blood 
as easily as his razor-sharp teeth. His bulk could also be a factor, and 
he’s a bit taller than Abdullah. He's listed at 360 pounds, but he looks 
like he’s gained some weight over the last few years. 

The same could be said for Abdullah, another guy that’s taken me to 
the limit in the past. As odd as this may sound, he’s got more scientific 
talent than Kamala. He, too, has a varied assortment of thrusts and 
kicks, but his are clearly karate-derived—someone has taught him well. 
And he always depends upon a wide array of foreign objects, which is 
a tactic Kamala rarely resorts to, but one that could make a huge 
difference in this match. 

In the end, I think Abdullah would probably win, mainly because 
he’s one of the few men who could concentrate on making Kamala 
suffer instead of simply trying to get away from him. But I wouldn't 
want to be within 100 miles of the arena when these two maniacs 
locked up! 

Magnum T.A., a two-time holder of the U.S. title, currently hosts 
“Straight Talk With The Boss”’ on the NWA’s syndicated World Wide 


Wrestling program. 





~ BUDDY ROBERTS 

_  |'ve always wanted to see this kind of a 

. match. As everyone knows by now, I'ma big 
fan of African wrestlers. I have wanted to see 

~.- the Ugandan giant against that overrated 

»» Butcher for several years. Well, if I can’t get 
my match, at least I can tell those fool fans 
what would really happen if this bout were to 
actually occur. 

For the last several years, I've been 
bugged by the fact that many idiots actually 

: rate Abdullah on the same level with Kamala 
in terms of eae bloodlust, and the ability to create terror in the 
hearts of opponents. There actually is no comparision, and I should 
know—I’ve teamed with Kamala. He is the superior to Abdullah in 
every way. He’s bigger, faster, stronger, and much more vicious. 
Putting that flabby goon in the ring with Kamala would be the worst 
mistake any wrestling organization could ever make. Kamala would 
prove that he is the one and only tue savage in wrestling, 

All that Butcher can do is jab people with forks and metal objects. 
He is so slow and blubbery at this stage of his career that it’s a wonder 
he can even get into the ring, let alone wrestle. If Abdullah were to 
succeed in cutting Kamala, it would enrage him to such an extent that 
Kamala would simply lift him up, bodyslam him, and deliver one of his 
crippling top-rope splashes onto the Butcher’s prone form. Then he 
would do it again. And again. 

Then, when Abdullah is lying unconscious with pools of blood stain- 
ing the canvas that lay beneath his lifeless head, Kamala will bite deep 
into his fleshy neck, drinking deep the spoils of the most well-deserved 
victory of his fabled pro wrestling career. Man, that would be a beauti- 
ful sight! 

Buddy Roberts manages The Samoan Swat Team in the World 
Class area. 








PAUL JONES 

I relish the opportunity to talk about this 
match, mainly because there is no doubt in 
my mind who the winner would be. Abdul- 
lah would smear that rotund African all over 
the canvas. 

I have been impressed with Kamala over 
the years, mainly because of the wealth of 
downright sadism he displays every time he 
wrestles. He is also more skilled than he gets 
credit for. But there’s no way he’s in the 
: same ballpark as Abdullah. Kamala’s a regu- 
lar pussycat Pocupacd to that black assassin. The differences in sheer 
brutality would be apparent from the opening bell. 

You see, I have long considered Abdullah to be the best man to call 
in when you're out to eliminate someone. When he gets excited, he 
cannot be controlled—by anyone. Surely, everyone remembers the 
classic matches Abby had with the late, great Bruiser Brody. Abby 
simply went crazy whenever he saw Brody. That’s why he has to wear 
that black hood when he’s not wrestling. However, if it was me guiding 
him, I wouldn't try to restrain him if he faced Kamala. Instead, I would 
aii him to use every weapon at his disposal to destroy that 


Kamala’s bulk might confuse Abdullah early on, but a few well- 
placed rakes to the forehead should be enough to send crimson flow- 
ing into Kamala’s eyes. I've seen Kamala panic in matches against 
opponents like Hulk Hogan, and believe me, when Kamala gets con- 
fused there’s not much left. He’s beaten as soon as he ties to think. 

Don't get me wrong. I respect Kamala very much. But I don't fear 
him, and Abdullah doesn’t, either. If you take an opponent’s fear away 
from Kamala’s game plan, there’s no way in the world he could beat 
the Butcher of Sudan. 

Paul Jones manages The Russian Assassins in the NWA. 
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A SPECIAL OFFER FOR ALL 


“HULKAMANIACS” 


10 ISSUES FOR 


THE HULK HOGAN 
BACK ISSUE 
SPECTACULAR! 








INCLUDED IN THIS 
INCREDIBLE OFFER: 

@ July 1982 Inside Wrestling—‘‘Twenty 
Minutes That Shook Wrestling: Hulk 
Hogan Takes The AWA Belt!’ 

@ July 1983 Inside Wrestling—‘‘Ventura 
And Patera Awaken A Sleeping Giant: 










Hulk Hogan On A be ao 

® January 1984 The Wrestler—‘‘Is Hulk 

Hogan Afraid To Be Champion?” 

® April 1985 /nside Wrestling—‘‘How 

Rock Star Cyndi Lauper Brought Lou THIS SPECIAL 10-PACK OF 
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ebrua e Wrestler—‘Hu ‘ 
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The Best Partner I've Ever Had!’ ” eer ! 

® Winter 1986 Wrestling Superstars— HIGHLIGHTING THE SPORT S 

“Superstar Dream Match: Hulk Hogan NUMBER-ONE STAR OF 


vs. Ric Flair” 

® Spring 1987 Wrestling Superstars— 
featuring a full-color ‘Action Gallery” 
centerfold of Hogan career highlights 
® August 1987 Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated—‘‘Giant Killer! Hogan 
Topples Andre At WrestleMania Ill!”’ 

® May 1988 Sports Review Wrestling— 
“Special Section: The Andre-Hogan 
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Feud—A Pictorial History!”’ 
® July 1988 Pro Wrestling Illustrated— 


“ve Been In A Dreamworld And Andre 


Is My Worst Nightmare!” An exclusive 
‘‘Press Conference” with Hulk Hogan 





IF PURCHASED SEPARATELY, 


THESE 10 ACTION-PACKED BACK 


ISSUES WOULD COST YOU 


$30.00—BUT NOW, THIS SPECIAL 
HULK HOGAN 10-PACK CAN BE 
YOURS FOR ONLY $19.95! THAT’S 


A SAVINGS OF OVER 33% OFF 
THE REGULAR BACK 
ISSUE PRICE! 


Sorry: no substitutions of back issues. 





Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me Hulk Hogan 10-Packs. | am 
enclosing $19.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each 10-Pack I’ve ordered. 
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For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $10.00 for each 10-Pack ordered for boat 
mail, and $20.00 for each 10-Pack ordered for air mail. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 





SCOREBOARD 





The Honky Tonk Man had it 
good for a long time. His Interconti- 
nental title defenses were relatively 
easy affairs, thanks to his manager 
Jimmy Hart’s interference and a 
hearty dose of sheer luck. Brutus 
Beefcake was thought to be a cinch 
to take Honky Tonk’s title, but “The 
Barber” couldn't get the job done. 

Then a new challenger—The Ult- 
mate Warmor—appeared on the 
scene. The Wamor had been bid- 
ing his time, wrestling in prelimi- 
nary matches, slowly and carefully 
building a reputation for toughness. 
When he finally decided to go after 
the Intercontinental title, he was 
ready both physically and mentally. 

When opportunity knocked on 
the Wamior’s door, it was some- 
thing of a fluke. Beefcake was 
scheduled to wrestle Honky Tonk 
at SummerSlam 88, but Brutus had 
to back out due to an injury suf- 
fered at the hands of Ron Bass. The 
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Ultimate Warrior slugs Honky Tonk (left) and is attacked by Jimmy Hart (right) 


Warrior was chosen to take Beef- 
cake’s place, and he didn't disap- 
point his supporters. In a record- 
shattering 31 seconds, the Wamor 
trounced Honky Tonk for the title. 

As expected, the Wamior’s first 
title defenses were against Honky 
Tonk. The Wamior realized that the 
way to beat back Honky’s chal- 
lenge was to get Jimmy Hart out of 
the way as quickly as possible. 
Outwrestling Honky was no prob- 


lem, and overpowering him certain- 


ly wasn't. 

This match started out in typical 
Warrior fashion, as he stormed the 
ring and sent Honky and Hart scur- 
trying. As Honky Tonk groggily 
climbed back in the ning, the War- 
nor began pummeling him with 
fists to the head and body. Mean- 
while, Hart was running around the 
ring, screaming to the referee 
about the Warmor’s tactics. When 
the ref was busy with Hart, Honky 








ULTIMATE WARRIOR vs. THE HONKY TONK MAN 
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Tonk snuck in a few hairpulls. 
Honky’s cheating only got the 
Wamior angner. He intensified his 
assault on the guitar-pickin’ grap- 
pler to the point where he nearly 
had him pinned. That’s where Hart 
came in. He climbed up on the ring 
apron and whacked Wamor with 
his megaphone. Hart must have 
thought that if he could stun War- 
rior for even a moment, Honky 
Tonk would be able to score the 
pin. 
It didn’t work. The Warior 
tumed and knocked Hart to the 
arena floor with a sharp blow to the 
shoulder. Fed up with Hart’s tactics, 
the referee called for the bell and 
disqualified Honky Tonk. The War- 
rior was victorious, but not satisfied. 
His hatred for Honky demands that 
he score a clean pinfall every time 
they wrestle. That’s the Warmor 
way, and he won't rest until he’s 
successful. 
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SCOREBOARD 


KENDALL WINDHAM vs. ICEMAN PARSONS 


Iceman Parsons and Kendall 
Windham are two of the most un- 
derrated wrestlers in the sport. A 
careful look at Iceman’s record in- 
dicates that he has actually won 
many titles, including the World 
Class championship. As for Wind- 
ham, he may have a slight build 


compared with other wrestlers, but — 
beneath that deceptive exterior lies = 


a fine wrestling machine with a 
keen competitive mind. 

At The Cotton Bowl in Dallas, 
they battled for Iceman’s World 
Class Texas belt. Soon after the 
match began, Kendall knocked Ice- 
man out of the ring and went after 


Windham headlocks Iceman 


him. When Kendall tried to get 
back in, Iceman stopped him. He 
finally got back in, but it was too 
late; both men were counted out. 

Suddenly, Gen. Skandor Akhbar, 
Iceman’s manager, entered the ning 
and started whipping Kendall with 
a strap. Akbar and Iceman were 
about to clothesline Kendall with a 
strap when he ducked and 
knocked them both down with a 
double-armsmash. Then he started 
to whip Iceman with the strap. 

The referee reversed his decision 
and disqualified Iceman, but it was 
ruled that Parsons would retain his 
title. 


THE ROAD WARRIORS vs. THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


Road Warrior Hawk presses Stan Lane 
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New Orleans was the site of an 
NWA World tag team title match 
between the defending team, The 
Midnight Express, and The Road 
Wamiors. Only weeks before, Hawk 
and Animal had tuned rulebreaker 
again. They were more determined 
than ever to win the belts that had 
eluded them for over three years. 

Jim Cornette and his men were 
brutally attacked by the Warnors at 
ringside. Bobby Eaton was beat up 
so severely that he was barely able 
to get back in the nng. Meanwhile, 
the Warors were double-teaming 
stan Lane. Lane fought gamely, but 
he was clearly overmatched. 

Bloodied and bruised, Eaton 
made several valiant attempts to get 
back in the nng. Against Comette’s 
advice, he tagged Lane. But the 
Wamors were nght there, ready to 
lay on more punishment. Driven by 
a lust for the title and their own 
brutality, the Wamors won the 
championship when Animal pinned 
Eaton after delivering a vicious 
clothesline. 

Comette later said he learned a 
valuable lesson in this match. “We 
let our guard down once, but it 
won't happen again,” he promised. 
“We'll show them what fighting 
dirty is all about.” 








STAN HANSEN vs. 
ABDULLAH 
THE BUTCHER 


Stan Hansen’s best friend and 
partner in wrestling was Bmuiser 
Brody. On a special night in Tokyo, 
Hansen fought in honor of his 
friend. His opponent was Abdullah 
the Butcher, who fought many bat- 
tles with Brody over the years. Now 
it was Hansen’s turn. 
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Hansen hits Abdullah with his boot 


The match quickly tumed into a 
bloodbath. Both men are capable of 
displaying enormous amounts of vi- 
olence, and they proved it. When 
Abdullah pulled a foreign object 
out of his tights, Hansen started hit- 
ting the Butcher with his boot. 

Hansen actually appeared to be 
winning when Jimmy Snuka jumped 
in the ring to help Abdullah. The 
Butcher was disqualified, but Han- 
sen was incensed. He demanded 
an immediate rematch. He didn't 
care if it was a singles or tag team 
bout. 

The next night in Osaka, Hansen 
teamed with Tom Zenk and wres- 
tled Abdullah and Snuka to a dou- 
ble-disqualification. Whatever the 
setting, the Hansen-Abdullah feud 
most likely will go on for years. 
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THE BLUE BLAZER vs. STEVE LOMBARDI 





The Blue Blazer executes maneu- 
vers other wrestlers can only dream 
of doing. Opponents don't care 
about his identity; their only con- 
cem is getting through the match 
without being humiliated. 

Blue Blazer’s opponent in his 
Madison Square Garden debut was 
Steve Lombardi, a man with a poor 
wor-lost record, but an expen- 
enced veteran nonetheless. Despite 
hearing a lot about the Blazer’s ring 
exploits, Lombardi wasn't im- 
pressed. He thought he had the 
game plan to win. 
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Blue Blazer flips on Steve Lombardi 





But the Blazer had his own plan: 
to confuse Lombardi with the stun- 
ning aerial repertoire that has con- 
fused so many others. Lombardi 
may be a veteran, but he’s never 
wrestled anyone like the Blazer. 

The match wasn’t even close. 
The Blazer dominated throughout 
with stunning dropkicks, reverse 
kicks, and an amazing backflip off 
the top tumbuckle. He pinned 
Lombardi quickly, demonstrating a 
level of skill that will undoubtedly 
electrify the WWF for many months 
to come. C 
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INTERVIEW 89 


STEVE WILLIAMS 





Make no mistake: Steve ‘Dr. Death’’ Williams has never been a gentle puppy in the wrestling ring. Since 
his 1984 debut, Williams has been known as one of the toughest, meanest men ever to step into the ring. The 
classic story about ‘‘Dr. Death” (reported in the Winter edition of 
Wrestling 85) concerns the time when a cut above his eye required 108 stitches; Williams insisted on wres- 
tling the same night. ‘Stitch me up, doc, I’ve got a match tonight,’’ he said. 

But for the past four years, Williams has also been known as a nice guy outside the ring. In the summer of 
1986, Williams’ popularity grew to new heights after Terry Gordy piledrived him on a cement floor. Williams 
spent time in traction, but came back to gain revenge on The Freebirds. The following summer, Williams 
pinned Big Bubba Rogers to win the UWF heavyweignt title. 

Interestingly, it’s been more than a year since an incident that many people thought signaled Williams’ re- 
turn to rulebreaking. At Starrcade 87, UWF champ Williams took advantage of his hurt friend Barry Windham 
to win a much-heralded “‘scientific’’ match; earlier in the bout, Western States champ Windham had refused 
to take advantage of an injured Williams. People didn’t realize, however, that Williams hadn’t changed: He 
was just demonstrating his win-at-all-costs attitude. And, in fact, it was Windham who eventually turned 


rulebreaker. 


But now “Dr. Death” has officially joined the fold. Without any warning, Williams shocked the wrestling 
world when he sent a videotape to the NWA announcing that he had accepted an offer to join The Varsity 


Club. 


Four days later in New Orleans—on the same card that The Road Warriors won the NWA World tag team 
title—Williams made the announcement official. Mike Rotundo was wrestling The Italian Stallion; Varsity Club 
teammate Rick Steiner was at ringside. After Rotundo pinned Stallion, Steiner ran into the ring, took 
Rotundo’s TV belt, and paraded around the ring. A fight ensued between Rotundo and Steiner, but Kevin Sul- 


livan broke it up. 


Later in the evening, Sullivan wrestled Dusty Rhodes in a dog-collar chain match. Much to everyone’s sur- 
prise, Steiner came to ringside and cheered for Dusty. Rotundo and Sullivan, enraged by their partner’s ac- 
tions, attacked Steiner. Suddenly, Williams ran to ringside. It was anticipated that Williams would help Stein- 

er, but instead he joined Rotundo and Sullivan in their assault. 
Now Williams is a member of The Varsity Club. Wrestling 89 sent Associate Editor David Rosenbaum to 
Atlanta to speak with Williams about these recent events. 

“He was very evasive,” reported Rosenbaum, “although | did manage to gain some insight into what’s go- 

ing through ‘Dr. Death’s’ mind right now. He seems to be a genuinely changed man.” 





WRESTLING 89: Steve ... 
WILLIAMS: That’s “Dr. Death,” 
buddy, and don’t you forget it. That 
wimp Rick Steiner sure hasn’t. Ha/ 
Ha! Ha! 

WRESTLING 89: Fine, ‘Dr. Death’’ 
it'll be. As | was saying, there had 
been rumors for some time that 
Kevin Sullivan asked you to join The 
Varsity Club, but nobody ever saw 
an Official offer made. That’s why it 
was such a big surprise when you 
sent that announcement to the 
NWA. When was the offer made? 
WILLIAMS: That’s a secret Kevin 
asked me not to divulge, and | have 
no intentions to. But let me say this: 
How many times did you see Sulli- 
van and Rotundo come to ringside 


during my matches? What the heck 
do you think they were there for? 
They certainly didn’t want to scout 
my opponent, unless they just want- 
ed to see someone die! 
WRESTLING 89: So that /s what 
they were there for. Sullivan has 
scouted quite a few wrestlers over 
the past year or so, but it seems 
like you’re the first one he’s actually 
managed to sign. What is it that 
made you want to join The Varsity 
Club? 

WILLIAMS: Well, let me tell you 
something, Dave, Kevin makes one 
helluva corned beef sandwich, and | 
was damn hungry! Ha! Ha! Ha! 
WRESTLING 89: Did someone just 
tella... 


WILLIAMS: Ha! Ha! Ha! 

WRESTLING 89: Okay, Doc, calm 
down a minute. | know you're hap- 
py to be a member of The Varsity 
Club, and I’m sure that you’re mak- 
ing an awful lot of money now ... 
WILLIAMS: Money? Did you say 
money? I’m the richest man in Nor- 
man, Oklahoma, right now! I’m 
thinking of buying the gym at OU 
and converting it into a_ private 
health club for me, Kevin, and Mike. 
Ha! Ha! Ha! Between me, Kevin, 
and Mike, we were thinking of buy- 
ing the Atlanta Braves from good ol’ 
Teddy Turner and making them into 
a slow-pitch softball team! 

WRESTLING 89: | can’t believe 
this. This is certainly not the Steve 
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Williams I’ve always known. You 
never cared about money. All you 
ever cared about was kicking butt in 
the ring and collecting as many ti- 
tles as you could. What happened? 
WILLIAMS: What happened? I'll te// 
you what happened. Last January, 
Mr. President Jim Crockett decided 
to do away with all of the UWF 
tiles, even though | was UWF 
heavyweight champion at the time 
and could’ve kicked Ric Flair’s butt 
whenever | wanted to. | was angry. 
Crockett told me that there’d be an 
NWA-UWF title unification match 
within a few months, which suited 
me just fine. Well, I'm still waiting 
for it to happen. As far as I’m con- 
cerned, I’m still the UWF champion, 
it's just that they won't let me de- 
fend the belt. Let me ask you a 
question: Where the heck was | get- 
ting when | wasn’t with The Varsity 
Club? What did the fans ever do for 
me? How many title shots have | 
had over the past year? I’m the 
damn UWF champ, and they just 
forgot about me. Well, now I’m tak- 
ing action. 

WRESTLING 89: Maybe so, but the 
way | see it, there’s even less of a 
chance of you getting title shots 
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Steve Williams, Kevin Sullivan, and Mike Rotundo gang up on Rick Steiner. Williams has replaced Steiner 
as Rotundo’s partner in The Varsity Club. Steiner’s future remains uncertain. 


now. The NWA traditionally doesn’t 
schedule rulebreakers against rule- 
breakers, and the way things stand, 
all of the major titles are in the 
hands of rulebreakers. Have you 
ever thought that maybe you were 
taking a step backward? Even the 
TV title is held by your new 
teammate. 


“THE DAYS OF DiBIASE, DUGGAN, AND DOC ARE OVER” 


It was late 1986, the Universal Wrestling Federation had gained a reputa- 
tion as the toughest federation in the sport, and Steve Williams, Ted DiBi- 
ase, and Hacksaw Duggan—all hard as nails—were first in the hearts of the 


fans. 


Although all of them had experienced ups and downs in their careers, this 
three-man wrecking crew seemed to have everything necessary to seize 
control of the federation. One would win the UWF heavyweight title, while 
the other two would capture the tag belts. 


But it never happened. 
Two years later, the UWF is a 


pleasant memory, and these three 
former friends have scattered to dif- 
ferent parts of the country and taken 
on new philosophies. Although Wil- 
liams eventually won the now-defunct 
UWF heavyweight title, Duggan and 
DiBiase chose to pursue their goals 
in the WWF. 

DiBiase, the “Million-Dollar Man,” 
is after Randy Savage’s WWF World 

—= title. Duggan is hearing the fans’ 
DiBiase & Doc: friends apart cheers louder than ever, fighting for 
his country against anti-American wrestlers. And Williams is a member of 
the hated Varsity Club. 

lt seems unlikely that they’ll ever get back together. DiBiase is one of the 
richest men in wrestling, while Duggan has gained incredible popularity. As 
for Williams ... 

‘The past is the past,” he said. “I’ve always wished Ted and Hacksaw 
the best, but my main concern is number one. Me. I’m happy with The 
Varsity Club. The days of DiBiase, Duggan, and Doc are over. Case 
closed.” —David Rosenbaum 
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WILLIAMS: Say what you want, but 
rulebreaker or fan favorite don’t 
mean squat to me. Kevin and Mike 
are my only allies. Flair, Windham, 
and The Road Warriors are the ene- 
my, as far as I’m concerned. Listen 
up! When was the last time you 
ever saw me worry about who my 
opponent was? I’m the same “Dr. 
Death” I’ve always been, Rosen- 
baum, I’ve just made what | like to 
call a career decision. Ha! Ha! Ha! 


WRESTLING 89: But in what way? 
How can this possibly help you? 
Tell me, why did you join The Varsi- 


ty Club? 
WILLIAMS: | don’t think you under- 
stand, Rosenbaum. | joined The 


Varsity Club because | wanted to 
join The Varsity Club, and Steve 
“Dr. Death” Williams does whatever 
he wants to do. | joined because 
that’s where the getting was good. | 
joined because my career was at a 
standstill following the opinions of 
the press and those know-nothing 
fans. 


WRESTLING 89: What were the 
details of your agreement with 
Sullivan? 

WILLIAMS: Like | said. 
WRESTLING 89: Like you said, 
what? 

WILLIAMS: Like | said, it’s none of 
your business. Ha! Ha! 
WRESTLING 89: Maybe we should 
stop this interview right here, be- 
cause it's obvious that you’re not 
interested in answering my ques- 
tions ... 

WILLIAMS: That's right, buddy, I’m 
not interested in answering your 
questions, and you wanna know 


why? Because you’re not asking the 
right questions. Why don’t we do 
this. I'll ask the questions, and I'll 
give the answers. Okay? 
WRESTLING 89: Fine with me. 
Maybe we'll get somewhere. 
WILLIAMS: Okay, here goes. ‘‘Dr. 
Death,’’ whaddya plan to do in 
1989? 

WILLIAMS: | plan to kick every- 
one’s butt—except Mike and Kevin, 
of course—and make Flair eat his 
World title belt for dinner. 
WILLIAMS: “Dr. Death,” you're 
considered the greatest wrestler in 
the world. How come the NWA 
won't grant you a title match? 
WILLIAMS: Because they're 


scared. That’s one of the reasons 
why | got Kevin and Mike on my 
side. The Varsity Club is the stron- 
gest, toughest organization in wres- 





tling, which is just perfect for the 
strongest, toughest wrestler there is. 
WRESTLING 89: Now hold on a 
second, this is an interview, and | 
will not allow this magazine to be 
used as Steve Williams’ public rela- 
tions tool. If you don’t mind, /'// ask 
the questions from now on, and 
you ll give the answers. 

WILLIAMS: Now you hold on a sec- 
ond, buster, nobody tells Steve Wil- 
llams what to do. You ask the ques- 
tions, and I'll decide whether | feel 
like answering them or a question of 
my choice. Now go on. 
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Until recently, “Dr. Death’’ was wrestling against Rotundo (left). Williams now believes tha 


WRESTLING 89: Now that you’re a 
member of The Varsity Club, would 
it be a fair assumption that you'll be 
teaming with Mike Rotundo on a 
regular basis, and maybe take a 
shot at The Road Warriors’ World 
tag team championship? 
WILLIAMS: Let me tell ya some- 
thing, the Oklahoma Sooners may 
not be number one, but they’re the 
toughest, meanest football team in 
the country, and they’re gonna kick 
some butt come Bowl day. 
WRESTLING 89: What does this 
have to do with The Varsity Club? 
Listen, Doc, I’ve talked to you sever- 
al times in the past, and you've nev- 
er acted like this. Something tells 
me that Kevin Sullivan has_ influ- 
enced you in some devious way. Is 
that the case? Has Sullivan brain- 
washed you? 

WILLIAMS: What the heck are you 
talkin’ about, wimp? Nobody brain- 
washes “‘Dr. Death,”’ hear that? No- 
body. I’m my own man, and just 
because |’m a member of The Var- 
sity Club doesn’t mean I’m gonna 
agree with everything Kevin says or 
does. As for Mike, he has his TV 
title to defend, and I’m not gonna 





t joining The 
Varsity Club will get him more title shots. In the old Mid-South (later UWF) area, Williams teamed with 
Hacksaw Duggan (above). 


do what Steiner did, insulting him to 
his face. But right now, that’s not 
my main concern. 

WRESTLING 89: So what is your 
main concern? That’s what I’ve 
spent most of this interview trying to 
find out. 

WILLIAMS: My main concern is 
none of your business. You'll see 
what happens, it’s gonna go down 
soon enough. When me, Kevin, and 
Mike are ready to put our game 
plan into action, you'll know it. 
WRESTLING 89: You know, it real- 
ly seems to me as if Sullivan and 
Rotundo are using you, just like 
they used Steiner. But look at Stein- 
er now. He just signed for a series 
of matches against Ric Flair. Now 
he’s going to get a serious shot at 
the title, while you’re the third-string- 
er in an organization run by a mad- 
man. You know, Steve, | think you 
made a serious mistake. 
WILLIAMS: And | think this inter- 
view is over. You and your maga- 
zine buddies are gonna look pretty 
foolish in a few months. When was 
the last time “Dr. Death” didn’t 
back up his words? I'll tell you: 
never. CJ 
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T WAS A dream come true. Andy 

Allenson and Mark Starrek, both in 
their early 20s, had begun weight 
training for their pro wrestling debuts. 
By sheer luck, they happened to be- 
long to the same Los Angeles gym 
where Lex Luger and Sting, two of 
wrestling’s most famous and well-built 
stars, were engaged in a rigorous 
workout. 

“God, | can't believe it!’ Starrek 
whispered to Allenson as they stared 
at Luger and Sting from across the 
room. “Two guys like us in the same 
place as them! | want to watch their 
training from start to finish.” 

The two rookies sat quietly on their 
benches as Luger and Sting switched 
from Nautilus machines to Universal 
weights. Most people work out with 
these stacked weights in stages, 
gradually increasing the tension to fi- 
nally arrive at the maximum weight of 
250 pounds. Sting and Luger did 
things a bit differently. Each immedi- 
ately placed the keys at the bottom of 
the stacks on their respective ma- 
chines and did dozens of repetitions 
at the maximum weight. 

“See that, Andy?’ asked Starrek, 
eyes full of wonder. ‘We can’t do 
reps on a full stack of Universals; 
that’s what we have to do to make it 
big in wrestling. Preliminary matches 
in independents aren't gonna be 
enough for me. | want main events 
and big purses. That's the key— 
power.”’ 

“What do you mean?” asked 
Allenson, a _ slender 223-pounder. 
“There’s no way we can ever get to 
the level of those guys in strength or 
size. I'm gonna concentrate on mat 
work instead. It'll pay off in the long 
run.” 

“Not me, man,” insisted Starrek, 
the larger of the two. “I’m already up 
to 250 pounds. I’m going for 300—all 
of it muscle. I’m going to be a big 
star. And the only way to get the big 
money is to get powerful. I'm con- 
vinced of it.” 


’ 


© 

‘‘There’s a misconception in the 
minds of many wrestlers and fans,” 
says two-time former WWF champion 
Bruno Sammartino. “Many people 
think that the most powerful men are 
the best wrestlers. Well, that’s not al- 
ways how it works. And it’s watering 
down the quality of the sport that | 
love.” 

Sammartino, revered during his 
heyday as the most powerful man in 
wrestling, knows of what he speaks. 
The ratings in this issue of Wrestling 
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89 clearly illustrate the direction in 
which wrestling is heading: Luger, 
Sting, The Ultimate Warrior, The 
Road Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Steve 
DiSalvo. Huge, mighty men that look 
like they've carved their bodies out of 
slabs of rock. They're taking over 
wrestling—and it’s a trend that both- 
ers many experts. 

‘“Today’s promoters see a big, 
pretty body and see dollar signs,” 
said Lou Thesz, the six-time former 
NWA World champion. “It’s getting 
to the point where they figure that 
these are the only kind of men the 





public wants to see. While it’s true 
that men like Hogan and The Ulti- 
mate Warrior draw huge crowds, it 
doesn’t necessarily make them good 
wrestlers. Dory Funk Jr. or Harley 
Race in their primes would wipe the 
mat with those kind of guys.” 
Today’s athletes are better versed 
in power training techniques than at 
any other point in history. Many 
youngsters point to men like Ultimate 
Warrior, Luger, Hogan, and The 
Road Warriors as role models, citing 
the championships, main events, and 
popularity these men have earned. 


Apparently, many people believe 
that power is the only way to go. The 
legacy of men like Hogan and Luger 
has laid the groundwork for another 
series of young musclemen such as 
Calgary’s DiSalvo, the CWA's Sid Vi- 
cious, Florida's Scott Hall, the 
WWF's Warlord and Barbarian, and 
the CWF’s Doug Furnas. 

“| know exactly why wrestlers want 
to sculpt their bodies,”’ said Sammar- 
tino. “Hey, | did the same when | first 
came to the U.S. Most people think, 
lll get big, and I'll be a big star. But 
it doesn’t always work out that way.” 


Even veteran Dino Bravo has seen 
the changes in the sport and has 
altered his style accordingly. Once a 
scientific aerial specialist, the increas- 
ingly bulky Canadian now concen- 
trates on slams and bearhugs. Con- 


versely, other men—like Nikita 
Koloff—have opted to cut down on 
body weight. 


“lam a better wrestler now since 
shedding excess weight,” the Rus- 
sian-bred superstar said recently. 
‘Before, | depended on power, but 
all those muscles made me tired dur- 

(Continued on page 54) 




















Windham, The Warriors, And Flair 
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By Dave Rosenbaum Sting’s attitude changed when 
ME are Se ees ou ; he was viciously attacked by 
ro e air. arrior Haw . 
had just delivered a devastating clothesline The Road Warriors, but can 
from the top tumbuckle that took Sting off Yom ral one) aid Was Legion of 
his ba and sent hiss fyieg ie space. |DYeveysoW prvemvan ;"hiavelsvclesmercvave| 
e somersa ,Stingsaw , : : 9 ; 
everything: the crowd, the expression on Ric Flair—and SUIVIVE: Or will 
the face of the woman in the front row, the coming year be 
a vendor near the back of the arena. 4% ne of disappoint- 
Then he tried to relax his body for » me tan t 
impact, knowing fully that more punis ment tor ot, 
ment awaited him. young star? 


So suddenly, it had come to this. 

Just as success had come so suddenly’ 
to Sting. As a member of The Blade Run 
ners with The Ultimate Warrior, Sting was! 1 
constantly held back by the selfishness of er 1.7 
manager Eddie Gilbert. When the Runners jj cae 
broke up nearly two years ago, Sting tried to‘ ii ** 
establish himself in the UWF as a singles 
wrestler, only to discover that he had a lot of 
learning to do. | 

So ended part one of Sting’s career. 

SRicemiembyeomalcauininemeinemeuaitae 
The UWF disbanded, the NWA took over 
the contracts of UWF wrestlers, and Sting 
soared, At the “Clash of the Champions” 
last March, Sting battled Flair to a 45- 
minute draw, making Flair, manager J.J. Dil- 
lon, and everybody watching, aware that 
wrestling had a new star on its hands. 

Now it was all about to end. Sting had al- 
ready endured several gorilla presses and a 
double-clothesline. The Warriors were 
hungry, angry, and ready to test their re- 
newed killer instinct on their tag team 
partner. 

Fortunately, Sting was saved from further 
pain. Lex Luger stormed the ring and the 
Warriors turned away from Sting. Over a 
dozen wrestlers ran out and stormed the 
ring. The Warriors returned to their dress- 
((Gresehststi(=lo os o}- Te (=o) 0) 
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They’re two of the most flamboyant and canny managers in wrestling, and 
they’re preparing to do battle for the first time. Both Jim Cornette and Paul E. 
Dangerously claim that their Midnight Express is the original. It’s an argument 

that can’t be settled in a ring—no matter how bloody the action is! 
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Lead Their Teams Into Battle 


By Gersh Kuntzman 
449 DON’T KNOW what's happen- 
ing here,’’ NWA announcer Jim 
Ross screamed. ‘‘Why, that’s Paul E. 
Dangerously, Randy Rose, and Dennis 
Condrey! What are they doing here? 
These guys don’t even wrestle in the 
NWA!” 

Maybe not, but “‘these guys’’ were 
sure doing a good impression of it that 
November night at a WTBS taping in 
Atlanta. 

It was one of the most vicious run- 
ins in recent memory. As Cornette was 
doing commentary on the Stan Lane- 
Menace I! bout, the manager received 
a phone call from Dangerously. Paul E. 
gloated about Cornette’s team's loss of 
the NWA World belts to The Road War- 
riors and issued a challenge to Corn- 
ette and his team. Cornette, who as- 
sumed Dangerously’s call was being 
placed from Minneapolis or Las Vegas, 
accepted the challenge. 

Little did Cornette realize how soon 


Toviy: Schiavone’ is et nel od ine ad fe 
Dangerously 


Jim Comette. Paul E. was on the 


other end of the ‘line. 





his acceptance would be answered. 

Seconds later, Rose and Condrey— 
who call themselves the ‘‘Original’’ 
Midnight Express—stormed the ring 
area. Rose threw powder at Lane and 
began pummeling him while Condrey 
went after his ex-partner Eaton. After 
quickly immobilizing Eaton, Condrey 
joined Rose in a vicious double- 
teaming effort against Lane. 

Meanwhile, Paul £. Dangerously, 
manager of Rose and Condrey, at- 
tacked Cornette with his portable 
phone. Blood spewed out of a gaping 
wound in Cornette’s head. The man 
who'd built a career dishing out cheap 
shots while avoiding retribution had 
been bloodied for the first time ever. 

But the sneak-attack did not end 
there. Rose and Condrey continued to 
brutalize Lane, employing a brainbuster 
and a number of aerial kneedrops. As 
the blood oozed from Cornette’s face, 
Dangerously pulled his foe into the ring 
where Rose and Condrey could restrain 
him. 





Dangerously, in a_ Style ironically 
reminiscent of Cornette’s own, yelled 
at his rival in a nose-to-nose verbal 
assault, spit on him, and slapped him 
in the face. Cornette was not only in- 
jJured, he was humiliated. 

Round one was over. 

*¥*k* 


Locker room talk, mainly gloats and 
boasts, sometimes borders on the im- 
mature. When Jim Cornette is involved, 
the talk can become particularly 
juvenile. 

‘He started this whole thing,’’ Corn- 
ette whined. ‘Paul E. Dangerously has 
been riding my coattails for too long. 
So what if he’s mastered the art of Jim 
Cornette impersonating? Dangerously is 
just a punk with a suit two sizes too 
big and a bad joke book in his back 
pocket! If anybody can claim to be the 
‘original’ it’s me! Hey, can | get a mop 
for all this blood already? Jeez! You 
can't find good help nowadays!”’ 

As Cornette was dripping blood and 
talking trash in the WTBS locker room, 


Dennis Gopika Urevente! fie former Wianighk Ee 
Se ee ee 
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Dangerously was enjoying the fruits of 
victory in his own private sanctum. 

‘‘Aaaahhh, that champagne tastes 
great,’ Dangerously purred in the self- 
Satisfied tone of a vindicated man. 
‘Now, to the matter at hand. | am the 
manager of the one, the only, the ‘Origi- 
nal’ Midnight Express. Cornette’s team 
is too’soft to be considered in the same 
breath as us. The Midnight Express 
name has always instilled fear; Corn- 
ette’s team instills only pity. He's always 
been the ‘Don Rickles of Wrestling,’ but 
he’s not telling any jokes now!’’ 

kkk 


Neither Paul E. Dangerously nor Jim 
Cornette can lay claim to managing the 
original Midnight Express. In fact, the 
Express first appeared in Alabama as a 
threesome consisting of Dennis Con- 
drey, Randy Rose, and Norvell Austin. 
When this original team broke up, Con- 
drey sought a career as a singles wres- 
tler in Tennessee, where he and Bobby 
Eaton fell under Cornette’s manage- 
ment in late 1983. 

Capitalizing on Condrey’s brawling 
ability and Eaton's high-flying skills, 
Cornette spent the next 24 years lead- 
ing his team to the Mid-South tag 
team title, the World Class tag team 
title, and—in early 1986—the NWA 
World tag team title. It was an impres- 
sive championship campaign. 

‘Impressive? It’s — unparalleled!’’ 
Cornette said. ‘‘l told Dennis and Bob- 


: 3 2 


Jim Cornette and Bob- 
by Eaton are knocked 
flat by the ‘Original” 
Midnight Express and 
Paul E. Dangerously 
(above). Dangerously 
whacks Comette with 
his phone (right). 
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by I’d deliver, and | did. If they hadn’t 
picked me to manage them, they'd sti// 
be in Tennessee eating hog jowls and 
dating 60-year-old divorcees!”’ 

In March 1987, however, Condrey be- 
came a victim of Mama Cornette’s wrath 
and was fired from the team. With Con- 
drey gone, Cornette executed what most 
wrestling observers consider to be a 
masterstroke; he recruited ex-Fabulous 
One Stan Lane. The Lane-Eaton duo 
made their debut on April 4, 1987, and 
proved to be superb. On May 16, 1987, 
they captured the U.S. tag team title in 
a tournament final by defeating Barry 
Windham and Ronnie Garvin. They were 
also named 1987 Tag Team of the Year 
by the readers of Pro Wrestling I/lustrat- 
ed. On September 10, 1988, Lane and 
Eaton won the NWA World belts from 
Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson, los- 
ing them to The Road Warriors on Octo- 
ber 29, 1988. 

lf anyone in wrestling can be called 
a freelance manager, it is Paul E. Dan- 
gerously. This youngster has, in just 
about two years, managed in the AWA, 
CWA, Southern Championship, Florida, 
Windy City, and CWF areas, picking up 
and dropping clients on what seemed 
to be a weekly basis. 

Along the way, Dangerously has 
managed Bam Bam Bigelow, Eddie 
Gilbert, Tommy Rich, Austin Idol, Col. 
DeBeers, The Motor City Madmen, and 
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Blood gushing copiously out of his forehead, Cornette is 
powerless to stop Dangerously and his men. 


Abdullah the Butcher. 

His reputation for brutality 
preceding him, Dangerously scored a 
major managerial coup when he per- 
suaded Randy Rose and Dennis Con- 
drey to reform the ‘‘Original’’ Midnight 
Express following Condrey’s March 
1987 firing from Cornette’s duo. 

In mid-1987, Dangerously took his 
team to the AWA. On October 30, 
1987, Rose and Condrey captured the 
AWA World tag team title, an honor 
they held until December 27, 1987. 
The tithe was gone, but the team’s 
penchant for violence flourished. With 
Dangerously boasting of his team’s 
skills, a faceoff against Cornette and 
his duo was inevitable. 

The verbal feud between Cornette 
and Dangerously is almost as violent as 
the one raging between their respective 
clients. The rivalry provides a showcase 
for the demented wit of each man. 

‘‘Technically,’’ Cornette said, ‘‘Rose 
and Condrey were the very first duo to 
call itself The Midnight Express. But 
this was a team that never made it. 
It's like Kentucky Fried Chicken. No 
one ever stopped to notice that they 
had an ‘Original Recipe’ until they 
came out with ‘Extra Crispy.’ That’s 
what Lane and Eaton are. They're so 
good that everybody wanted to know 
how they came about. Then people 
looked at Condrey and Rose—the 
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PORTRAIT OF A BREWING FEUD 


Although Jim Cornette and Paul E. Dangerously are currently waging a violent 
war in the NWA, they used to compete against each other in an entirely 
different manner. In the late 1970s, both Cornette and Dangerously were 
photographers for Wrestling 89's sister publications, The Wrestler and Inside 
Wrestling. 

Just as wrestling promotions were contained in well-defined territories in 
those days, so were the photographic assignments of Cornette and Dangerously: 
Cornette was our Memphis shutterbug, while Dangerously stayed in the New 
York area. Only rarely did their paths cross. But Senior Editor Bill Apter, who 
handles photographic assignments for our family of magazines, remembers one 
incident where Cornette and Dangerously did clash. 

“One day | got a call from Paul,’’ Apter said. ‘‘He told me, ‘Bill, I’m going 
down to Memphis for a vacation. Do you need me to shoot photos while I’m 
there? You don’t even have to pay my expenses.’ | told him we didn’t need 
him, because we already had Cornette down there. Then Dangerously says, ‘No, 
Bill, | spoke to Cornette yesterday, and he told me he was sick, that | could 
cover for him.’ So | gave him the assignment. Well, | found out later that 
Cornette never called him. Paul was lying the whole time.”’ 

When Cornette arrived at the arena, the security guards refused to let him in, 
saying that Apter’s photographer—Paul—was already inside. 

‘But that’s ridiculous,’’ Cornette screamed. ‘‘/’m Apter’s photographer!’’ 

‘“‘Not tonight, you're not,’’ replied the security guard. 

Cornette and Dangerously remember the incident differently. 

‘“Incident?’’ Cornette said. ‘‘He did that to me three times! He was a punk. 
Once a punk, always a punk.” 

‘What a jerk Cornette was,’’ Dangerously recalled. ‘‘| outsmarted him then, 
and |'m going to outsmart him now.”’ 

—Gersh Kuntzman 





open with only one shot from my 
phone! Jeez, even Willie B. Hert’s 14- 
year-old son stood up to more punish- 
ment! But you have to expect that 
from Cornette. Remember, he did lose 
a wrestling match to Misty Blue 
Simmes.”’ 

Cornette and Dangerously have dif- 
ferent hopes for the feud. 

‘‘My Midnight Express is the home 
team in this battle,’’ Cornette said. 
‘“‘We've been bad, we’ve been good, 
but we've made our home here. Dan- 
gerously is like Attila the Hun, invading 
the NWA. He doesn’t belong here. | 
hope the fans understand that Lane 
and Eaton have given their sweat and 
blood for the NWA. |, myself, have 
been beaten up many times. And may- 
be | even deserved half of those beat- 
ings, so I'll be damned if |’m going to 
give in now!” 

‘People are going to cheer for them 
because they're the lesser of two evils,’’ 
Dangerously said. ‘‘But evil defines my 
Midnight Express. If Lane and Eaton 
want to be the home team, that proves 
they've lost their edge. | can’t think of 
anything more depressing than a Mid- 
night Express team that’s a fan favorite! 
The words ‘The Midnight Express’ have 
always been synonomous with brutality. 
My team still lives up to that; Cornette’s 


doesn’t. We're going to remind the NWA 
how a team calling itself The Midnight 
Express should wrestle!”’ L 


“you have to ignore everything Cornette 
says. | mean, here’s a man who's so 
weak that his forehead was split wide 


‘Original Recipe’—and all they found 
was soggy chicken fat!’’ 
“Of course,"’ Dangerously says, 


A 
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Comette is helped out of the ring following the attack (left). Eaton and Lane 
attend to him in the locker room (above). 
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The “Innocent” Manipulator 


By Eddie Ellner 


UMORS THAT ELIZABETH is 

about to precipitate another Hulk 
Hogan-Randy Savage war are not with- 
out foundation. A soap opera-style melo- 
drama is being played out on weekly 
WWF telecasts, and it contains all the el- 
ements of a classic romantic imbroglio. 
But this triangle involves much more 
than two giant men vying for the affec- 
tions of a beautiful women. In this case, 
rather than calling the shots, the men 
are simply characters in a drama being 
written, directed, and produced by Eliza- 
beth. To understand her motivations, 
one must glimpse into her frustrated 
past. 

(0) 

She was a living doll wrapped in pink 
satin crinoline and electric smiles. As the 
crowd politely applauded, Elizabeth 
waltzed across the brightly lit stage, 
bowing and nodding like a child's toy. 
At the runway’s edge she halted, smiled, 
and retreated from the stage with a dra- 
matic bow. 

The beauty contest circuit turned 
young southern belles into primping 
livestock, clawing after meager prize 
money and modeling contracts. From 
what we know today about Elizabeth, 
we must assume she hated this life. She 
loathed the way her education, her 
brains, had been misdirected into an ex- 
cess of vainglory. She must have felt dis- 
advantaged by her looks; her exquisite 
beauty dazzled the eyes, but her educat- 
ed voice fell on deaf ears. 

She stopped peddling her face and 
quit the beauty scene. A devout wres- 
tling fan, she landed a job doing part- 
time wrestling commentary for the Ten- 
nessee-based ICW. Her analysis of the 
mat scene was incisive and revealing, 
but again her great beauty betrayed her. 
Ratings increased whenever she ap- 
peared, but it became clear those were 
due to her dazzling smile. Before long, 
she quit and traveled to New York. 

Elizabeth left behind a life that con- 
sisted entirely of smiling for the benefit 
of other people. She vowed that in the 
future she would reserve that pleasure 
for herself. 

® 

Did Randy Savage discover Elizabeth 
after a prolonged search? Or did the te- 
nacious beauty weed out the “Macho 
(Continued on page 60) 
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Randy Savage is on Hulk Hogan's 
side now, but Elizabeth may soon 
force them to feud again. 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


HE AMERICANIZATION OF Nikita Koloff started in late 1986 

when Nikita, devastated by the career-threatening injuries 
suffered by archrival Magnum T.A. in a temble car crash, dedi- 
cated his career to the fallen American hero. At that point, the 
soviet Union broke off its relationship with Nikita, and the “Rus- 
sian Nightmare” had only Americans to call friends. 

It has, however, been a very happy two years for Nikita Koloff. 
He and his Uncle Ivan recently reconciled after a two-year cold 
war. But the happiest moment occurred on September 20, 1988, 
when Nikita and Mandy Smithson were mamied in a private 
ceremony aboard a yacht. 

“They're one of the happiest couples I’ve ever seen,” said 
Floyd See, who was invited to visit the couple at their home ina 
suburb of Charlotte, North Carolina. “Nikita always had a smile 
on his face and he was always joking, and Mandy is just on 
cloud nine. They’re the classic newlyweds.” 

Mandy and Nikita had been going out for two years since 
meeting on a blind date. “I knew nothing about him when we 
met,’’ Mandy said. “When he came to pick me up, I said hello, 
and he mumbled something in Russian. He was very shy and, let 
me tell you, it was not easy to communicate on that first date. I 
didn’t know a word of Russian, so we kept on having these 
conversations in broken English.” 


Nikita and his new wife Mandy (above) met two years ago—on a blind date! 
A health and fitness fanatic, Koloff has his own gym in North Carolina (top 
right). The Russian is fond of fast American cars; the former Communist 
recently bought a ‘‘red’’ Corvette (right). 
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Mandy's Souther hospitality has certainly mbbed off on 
Nikita, who was happy to show Floyd around their new home. 
Nikita loves to be outdoors and is an expert marksman. He was 
quick to point out to Floyd, however, that he only shoots targets. 
“IT don’t hunt live animals, only shoot pictures for target 
practice.” 

One of the highlights of Nikita’s home is his satellite dish, 
which he uses to view matches from around the world. Nikita 
spends several hours every day studying tapes of opponents, 
potential opponents, and even wrestlers that he’ll probably nev- 
er meet in the ning. “He figures he can lear from anyone,” said 
Floyd. “For a wrestler, he’s a very modest person.” 

Floyd also had the chance to visit Nikita’s Fortress of Fitness, 
the gym he recently opened in nearby Concord, North Carolina. 
The club is fully stocked with modem weight training equip- 
ment and includes a special feature for members—Nikita works 
out there almost every moming. 

After the workout—and a visit to the juice bar—it was back to 
Nikita’s home in his beautiful new red Corvette. 

“Great car, great guy, great couple,” said photographer See. 
“It was a pleasure to spend the day with them.” And it's a 
pleasure for Wrestling 89 to bring the highlights of that day to 
you! " 


NIKITA, NOLOFF 'S 
FORTRESS OF F 
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In a rare two-out-of-three falls World title match 
back in 1983, Harley Race was able to come back 
to win the NWA championship from Ric Flair. 








YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD TITLE MATCHES BE 
TWO OUT OF THREE FALLS? 


NE OF WRESTLING’S 
changes over the years 
has been the virtual disap- 
pearance of best-of-three- 
falls title matches. A relative- 
ly common (though still too 
infrequent) title match stipu- 
lation in the ‘60s and ‘70s, 
the best-of-three-falls con- 
cept has all but vanished 
from the wrestling scene in 
the 80s. 

Why have three-falls bouts 
been replaced by single-fall 
matches? 

“It’s simple,’ AWA exec- 
utive TV Producer Vere 
Gagne said. “The answer is 
television. Fans in the 1980s 
have what I like to call MTV 
attention spans. Most fans want flashy, quick matches— 
they don’t want to see one match with a 60-minute time 
limit. They want a decision now, without having to wait 
through three falls to see who wins. 

“A lot of people would get bored watching the same 
bout for an hour,” Gagne continued, “even if it’s two top 
stars battling for a top title. Most fans would rather see 
five matches, each with a 10-minute time-limit. That way, 
they’re assured of seeing /0 top stars in a one-hour wres- 
tling program, not just two. In this kind of an era, with 
this kind of an attitude, best-of-three-falls matches simply 
can't be promoted.” 

Is Gagne correct, or is he underestimating the patience 
and attention afforded by wrestling fans today? Are best- 
of-three-falls matches a thing of the past, or should they 
be the standard for championship contests? 

Consider the issue and use the ballot on page 59 to 
register your opinion. As always, your own comments are 
welcome, and the results will be forwarded to federation 
Officials across the country and around the world. The 
results of this issue’s poll will be presented in the Sum- 
mer 1989 edition of Wrestling 89. 





TITLE MATCHES SHOULD BE 

TWO OUT OF THREE FALLS 
@ Excitement. With the two-out-of-three-falls system, fans 
essentially get twice as many exciting matches. Take, for 
example, Harley Race’s NWA World title victory over Ric 
Flair on June 10, 1983. In one of the very few major two- 
out-of-three-falls title battles of the 1980s, Race won the 





The Ultimate Warrior executes a big splash on The Honky Tonk Man 
on his way to winning the Intercontinental title. 








first fall by suplex at 11:10 
and Flair answered back 
with a figure-four leglock at 
10:23. That put the title down 
to one fall. As a result of a 
backdrop, both men had 
their shoulders on the mat. 
When the referee neared 
the end of his three count, 
Race lifted his shoulders off 
the mat and won the title. 
An incredible night of ac- 
tion, which would have had 
the same result, but with far 
less action and drama, had 
the contest ended after only 
the first fall. 

@Instant rematch. How 
many times have fans 
wished for a rematch nght 
after the title match is over? Remember Ultimate War- 
rior’s 3l-second stomp of The Honky Tonk Man? It was 
exciting, and it set up an entire series of return matches. 
But consider how easily Warrior could avoid Honky Tonk 
if he wanted. By not signing for a match that he feels he 
might lose, Warrior could basically neutralize Honky 
Tonk as his top challenger. Many champions use this 
technique to avoid granting rematches. When Ronnie 
Garvin won the NWA World belt from Ric Flair, he didn’t 
wrestle Flair again until two months later when Flair re- 
gained his title. In a two-out-of-three falls match, Garvin 
could not have avoided Flair as long as he did. In fact, he 
couldn’t have avoided him at all! 

®Flukes. There’s nothing worse than a challenger de- 
throning a champion on a fluke. On February 20, 1978, 
Bob Backlund captured the WWF World title from Super- 
star Graham. But the referee failed to see Graham’s foot 
draped over the rope when Backlund made the pin. 
Later protests by Graham proved fruitless, and Backlund 
enjoyed a title reign of nearly six years. But had that 
February 20 match been a best-of-three-falls affair, Gra- 
ham might have been able to come back and win the 
next two falls, and the course of WWF title history would 
have been vastly different. In a a three-falls title match, 
the better man will usually win. 


TITLE MATCHES SHOULD NOT BE 
TWO OUT OF THREE FALLS 


®Immediacy. The thrill of a one-fall match lies in the fact 
(Continued on page 59) 
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BACK ISSUES 


([stline 


ILLUSTRATED 






OF ame 6 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 





June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 


winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 
Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 


vo, Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 
Piper, Blassie. 
October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, Funk Jr. 
January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 
Sullivan, Backlund. 
February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 
dorff, Hart. 
June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 
Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 


Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling Il. 


October 1983/COLOR PINUP; Junk- 


yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 


nis. Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


Janua 
Race. 


Dillon, Sawyer. 
February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 


Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 


June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 


Patera, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 


Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 


1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
ick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 


ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
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November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 


February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ba 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 


April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 


June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 


August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 


October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 


November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Spent Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 


December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 


January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 


February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex ei 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, D 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 


May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
Man Gang, T.A bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- | June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- gan. Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
gan, AWA scouting reports. reebirds, Hall. 


October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, Rockers, Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 


November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- | August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- | vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
boat, World Class scouting reports. Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse | October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 


Wind- 
ogan, 
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July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Bork Warriors, One 
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Make Check Payable And Send To: 








November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard. Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. Sting, Savage, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express. Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Dureen. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 

January 1989/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
Windham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Warriors, Sting. 

February 1989/COLOR PINUP: Jake 
Roberts. rash Hogan-Savage, Kevin 
Von, Beefcake-Bass. 
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BEST BET 


BLUE BLAZER 


Facts & Figures immediate Goal: To be ona 
Age: 23 level with Mil Mascaras, the 
Height: 6’ greatest masked acrobatic wrestler 
Weight: 223 ever, in the eyes of all wrestling 


Hometown: parts unknown fans 


Biggest Match: October 24, Long-Range Goal: To take off 
1988: Madison Square Garden the mask, reveal himself to the 
debut, where he pinned Steve world, and win the WWF World 
Lombardi with a sensational Carlile] (olatcialioteentat-lame(-j(-11': 

ercled alice RilleMe)imisl-B-t-lee)ale ce) o)-) it with honor r 
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May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 
March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 
Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 
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January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories inciude: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
Caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

a: 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
ave 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
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February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 
April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 
May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 
July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
mber 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 
April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering. 
September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 
January 1989/Stories include: Kevin 
Von, Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 


BACK ISSUES 0? x 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
delay—order today! 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


THE DEADLY BATTLE OF THE CLAWS 








HERE ARE FEW tactics more devastating than a 

clawhold when it is properly applied. It is capable of 
puncturing the temples. It is capable of fracturing nbs. It 
is capable of changing the outcome of a wrestling match. 
It is also capable of changing the course of a man’s 
career. 

In their pnmes, Fritz Von Ench and Blackjack Lanza 
changed the courses of the careers of dozens of wres- 
tlers. Von Ench’s German vaniation of the claw was one 
of the first ever to draw blood from the foreheads of his 
tortured opponents. Lanza, who often teamed with name- 
sake Blackjack Mulligan, used his gloved right hand to 
apply the claw to various parts of the body, and he did 
so with fnghtening precision—and bad intentions. 

In December 1974 in Houston, these two wrestlers 
were brought together for the first time. Blackjack, a 
native Texan, was anxious to prove that his version of the 
claw was the most effective in the sport. Von Erich, still a 


despised milebreaker, didn’t really care whose claw was 
better; his intentions were the same as usual—he only 
wanted to destroy his opponent. 

It was billed as Von Enich’s “iron claw” against the 
“black claw” of Lanza, and the fans weren’t disappointed. 
Each man applied his version of the hold for several 
fightening minutes. Spectators screamed in terror as 
blood flowed from lacerations caused by the incessant 
squeezing of pressure points. Only the final bell, sound- 
ing out a time-limit draw, prevented permanent damage 
from being done. 

Today, both of these men are respected by the wres- 
tling community. Von Erich is a member of the World 
Class board of directors and the father of Kevin and 
Kerry Von Ench. Lanza is a high-ranking WWF official. 
Only 15 years ago, however, things were quite different. 
It was the battle of claw vs. claw, a golden—though 
termfying—moment in wrestling history. O 
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ing room leaving Sting hurt, but still alive. 

The curtain closed on part two of Sting’s 
career. 

Welcome to part three. 

“You know, 1988 was a great year for 
me,” said the man who was voted Most Im- 
proved Wrestler of 1988 by the readers of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. “At the start of 
this year, not too many people knew who I 
was; now everybody knows. I have the fans 
on my side, I have the respect of the media 
and my fellow wrestlers, and the promoters 
are just aching to sign me to as many 
matches as possible. But the Warriors came 
very close to wiping all that out, and now 
I've got to make sure it doesn’t happen 
again. 

“T’ve never had a partner turn on me the 
way the Warriors did, but that’s okay. I 
learned from the experience. I’ve seen it 
happen to so many other guys, but I never 
thought it would happen to me. Now it has, 
and I'll have to watch for it in the future. But 
you know, what the Warriors did changed 
my attitude in another way, too. 

‘Te always had the ability. I'm in great 
shape, I work out every day, and I’m learn- 
ing more and more about the sport with 
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Sting 


(Continued from page 35) 





Sting headlocks Ric Flair (above), who has barely 
managed to keep his NWA World title in the face 
of Sting’s onslaught. Wearing a_ protective 
neckbrace after an attack by The Road Warriors, 
Sting hiptosses Barry Windham (below). 


each match. Looking back, though, I might 
have lacked a bit of the killer instinct. You 
know, I had Flair beaten back in March, but 
I didn’t go for it. I just kept on wrestling the 
same way I had the entire match, instead of 
turning it up a notch. Well, now I’ve turned 
it up a notch. 

“Listen to this: Everybody makes New 
Year’s resolutions. People vow to stop 
smoking, but I don’t smoke; it’s bad for your 
health. People vow to stop drinking, but I 
don’t drink; it destroys your body. And you 
know, most people break their resolutions 
within a few days, but that’s not going to 
happen with me. I’ve got some destroying to 
do. 

“Tm putting out notice: the Warriors, 
Windham, and Flair are dead meat. They're 
about to see a side of Sting they've never 
seen before. You know, when the Warriors 
sent me flying after that clothesline, my en- 
tire career passed in front of me. I know it 
only lasted about a second, but that flip 
changed my thinking. I now know that I 
have a choice: destroy or get destroyed.” 

Whether he’s successful in his new mis- 
sion will decide how part four of Sting’s ca- 
reer is written. Will he win his first major 
singles title in the coming year? Or is Sting 
trying to do too much? Can any man take 
on the Warriors singlehandedly and expect 
to survive? Can Sting do what no other man 
or team has been able to do: dismantle 
what’s left of The Four Horsemen? 

Although no longer Sting’s manager, Ed- 
die Gilbert has followed his former charge’s 
career closely over the past few years. Ac- 
cording to reliable sources, Gilbert twice 
tried to re-sign Sting during the past six 





months, but Sting steadfastly refused. “Hot 
Stuff’ believes, however, that Sting is the 
only man in the NWA capable of changing 
the current balance of power. 

“T never would’ve managed him in the 
first place if I didn’t think he had something 
special,” Gilbert said. “Sting and Ultimate 
both had an incredible amount of raw skill, 
but, you know, I never had much of a 
chance to develop it. Me and Sting won the 
UWF tag team belts once—in fact, we beat 
The Fantastics, which is saying something— 
but that might have held him back, too, be- 
cause | never had a chance to watch him 
and help him develop. 

“Another thing is that he was never sure 
whether he wanted to be a tag team wrestler 
or a singles wrestler. You know, that’s a de- 
cision that has to be made because very few 
wrestlers have ever been successful at both. 
But Sting has so much skill, it’s become ob- 
vious that he belongs in that ring by himself. 
It gives him the chance to improvise. If I was 
running Sting’s career, he’d never wrestle in 
another tag team match. Besides, why 
should he team with Luger? They're both af- 
ter the same thing. 

“Sting’s first order of business has to be 
winning a major title. It doesn’t matter 
whether it’s the U.S. title or the World title, 
it has to be something, because that'll put 
him in a position of power where he can 
control some of what goes on in the NWA. 
That’s the key. But I don’t see why he’d 
want to get back at the Warviors. They really 
gave him a beating, didn’t they? That could 
be a major mistake. They're pretty big guys.” 

Sting, however, is driven only by a thirst 
for revenge. His thinking is simple and fol- 
lows the only rule he knows: Do unto others 
what they have done unto you. The fact that 
Hawk and Animal individually outweigh him 
by at least 30 pounds, and as a team by 325 
pounds, doesn’t weigh heavily on his mind. 
He doesn’t see size. He only sees hate when 
he looks at the Warriors. That illusion could 
turn his New Year’s resolution into disaster. 

“Tf that wimp wants us, he’s not gonna 
have to wait too long, cause we're comin’ af- 
ter him,” said Animal. “We've got the belts, 
but now we want more. We're gonna skin 
his hide and drink his blood for dinner. The 
Legion of Doom ain't takin’ no crap no 
more, especially from some blond-haired 
pretty boy that’s never even sniffed a world 
championship. He’s a dead man.” 

Windham and Flair pose a slightly lesser 
challenge for Sting. Neither man has the 
killer instinct that rages inside the Warriors. 
In addition, Flair seems to be slowing down 
now that he’s held the World title for most 
of the past eight years. Windham, mean- 
while, has privately confided to friends that 
he desires Flair’s belt. If Flair gets into trou- 
ble, there’s a good chance Windham won't 
be there to save him. 

(Continued on page 52) 
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THE EXCITEMENT 
LIVES ON! 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A 





The December 1988 edition of The Wrestler was a 
collectors’ dream! It included a dynamic eight- 
page FULL-COLOR section featuring ‘‘The 
Superstars Of A Super Summer"’ competing in 
some of 1988's greatest cards and matches! 
Included in this exciting full-color section: Hulk 
Hogan, Sting, Randy Savage, Lex Luger, Rick 
Rude, The Ultimate Warrior, Jerry Lawler, Ric 
Flair, Hacksaw Duggan, The Fantastics, Dusty 
Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, Barry Windham, The Honky 
Tonk Man, and Nikita Koloff! Also included in this 
magnificent special issue is a full analysis of the 
summer's top action, plus all the regular Wrestler 
Stories and features. This issue was a newsstand 
sellout, but we have a limited number of back 
issues available for the collectors’ bargain price of 
only $5.00 each. Don’t be disappointed—order 
yours today! 
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Referee Sal Corrente tries to stop a fight between Sting and The Road Warriors when Sting bursts in on 


the Warriors’ photo session with Wrestling 89. 


Sting, however, points out that he has dif- 
ferent ideas for the Warriors, Flair, and 
Windham. 

“T want to destroy the Warriors,” Sting 
said. “I'm out for revenge and nothing else. 
As for Windham and Flair, I’m just looking 
to embarrass them by taking away their titles 
in the most humiliating way possible. The 
plan is to beat Windham and then to take 
care of Flair, which isn’t as tough as it may 
sound. Let me explain. 

“Basically, Windham and Flair are the 
same wrestler with a slight age difference. 
Also, Windham has a little more integrity, 
although not much more. The thing is, they 
both have the same strengths. They both 
have tons of stamina, they’re both great sci- 
entific wrestlers, and they both know the 
rulebook. If I can beat Windham, I'll have 
Flair thinking, Now I’m in trouble.” 

Many experts feel, however, that Sting 
might not be ready to beat Flair or Wind- 
ham. They contend that most champions go 
through several stages. First, there’s the 
learning process. Then they burst onto the 
scene with an incredible performance or a 
surprising victory. But then things calm 
down, and a wrestler must go through an 
important developmental stage. 

“That,” argues veteran manager Sir Oli- 
ver Humperdink, “is where a wrestler either 
becomes a champion or simply remains a 
challenger for life. Sting broke through last 
year against Flair at the Clash of the Cham- 
pions, but now it’s going to take some time. 
You don’t just put the ingredients together 
and bake a cake. It takes time for the dough 
to rise. Look, it took Flair and Windham 
years to win their titles. To say that Sting is 





in their class as an all-around wrestler might 
be pushing things—for now.” 

So, despite his resolutions, what will the 
coming year hold for Sting? 

“Progress,” said Gilbert, “but it’s not that 
easy to pin Flair or Windham. As for de- 
stroying the Warriors, forget it.” 

“More learning, lots of frustration,” said 
Humperdink. “He might have to step back a 
few steps to go forward, but by the end of 
the year he'll be ready to do some serious 
damage.” 

“The way I see it,” Lex Luger said, “Sting 
and I are involved in a friendly little race to- 
ward Fair's title. It’s all a matter of who gets 
there first. And let me tell you something, 
the race is about to be won.” 

“Plenty of losing,” insisted J.J. Dillon. 
“He’s got another think coming if he thinks 
he can beat either of my men. He stil! hasn’t 
come close, so what makes you think he can 
beat a Horseman? Just because he has the 
fans on his side? Impossible!” 

“Pain, injury, probably death,” said Road 
Warrior Hawk in a more serene moment. 
“They'll have to bury him piece by piece, be- 
cause that’s how they're gonna find him. De- 
stroy us? Ha!” 

It is a challenge that Sting has already 
made, one he must back up during the com- 
ing year. There is already incredible pres- 
sure on Sting to get a major title back in the 
hands of a fan favorite. 

By vowing to destroy the three titlehold- 
ers, he has placed additional pressure on 
himself. 

Pressure he must learn to deal with as 
the most important year of his career ap- 
proaches. ] 
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June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

way 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Ii, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink,. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
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September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 

Piper, Lawler, Brody. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 

dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 

December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 

gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 

Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 

Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 

vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 

birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 

September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 

zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 

ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 

November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 

gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 

December 1983/Stories include: Von 

Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 

boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 

Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 

Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 

Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Magnum T.A.., Idol, Spoiler. 

September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 

tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 

October 1984/Stories include: Bil 

Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 

November 1984/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 

December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 

gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 





January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 

February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 

Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 

June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs, 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 

October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler. 

November 1988/Stories include: Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Arn, Kerry-Lawler. 
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The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated was a remarkable publishing 
event. Cover-dated December 1987, 
this 100-page super spectacular was 
jam-packed with stunning color and 
special features, including: 

@ The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 
Of The PW! Years 

@ The 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PWI Years 

@ The PW! Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

®@ Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
issue Comes around only once in a 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 
I Make check or money order payable 7 
| and send to: 


1 srorrs ONLY $5 EACH | 


j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me ———— copies of the 
100th edition of Pro Wrestling I/lustrated. 
| enclose $5.00 for each copy | am ordering. 
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New Breed 


(Continued from page 33) 


ing long matches. Now, | have in- 
creased stamina by cutting down on 
pounds, and | have learned more 
holds and maneuvers. | am twice the 
wrestler | was before. You have to 
achieve a balance.” 

Sammartino claims he weighed 
263 pounds—most of it solid mus- 
cle—when he defeated Buddy Rog- 
ers on May 17, 1963, in New York for 
his first WWE title. The man known 
as the “Living Legend” ruled the 
WWF for years after that, but his de- 
pendence on strength brought prob- 
lems later on. 

‘About four years into my first title 
reign, | started to have back prob- 
lems,” recalled Sammartino. ‘‘My 
doctors told me it was because | was 
carrying around all that weight. So | 
dropped a lot of it, and late in my 
career | was down to around 235 
pounds. At first, | worried that | would 
lose power. Not only did | retain my 
strength, but | added a new dimen- 
sion of speed and science to my 
overall game plan. 
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Steve DiSalvo, Stampede Wrestling’s premier muscleman, bearhugs Bad News Brown. DiSalvo wins 
most of his matches via sheer power, a fact not lost on many young wrestlers. 


“I'd advise many of today’s power- 
ful stars to be careful,” Sammartino 
continued. *‘A lot of these young men 
may be enjoying success now, but 
maintaining those physiques as they 
advance into their 30s will be very 
tough. In fact, with some of their limit- 
ed wrestling skills, | seriously doubt 
whether some of them will last even 
that long. They need to learn more.” 

“These young wrestlers look at the 
success and money all the big men 
have, but they don’t invest any time 
into learning how to wrestle,”’ said 
Thesz. “I get tired of seeing these 
300-pound behemoths squash their 
lighter opponents into submission. 
That’s not wrestling, it’s legalized bru- 
tality. These wrestlers can beat some 
of the people, but not all of them— 
not true wrestlers.” 

e 

Starrek began to work out like nev- 
er before. Free weights. Nautilus. A 
diet rich in protein. He increased his 
weight to 279 pounds with less than 
10 percent body fat. Allenson, on the 





other hand, continued to work on 
holds and maneuvers with other 
young wrestlers, in addition to his 
weight training. 

Starrek began to dominate the 
workouts at the small wrestling camp 
in Inglewood, California, where he 
and Allenson learned their trade. 
Most sparring sessions were calm 
and evenly matched—except when 
Starrek was involved. Whomever 
Starrek sparred with was usually 
slammed to the canvas and beaten 
within minutes. He began to injure 
his practice partners on a regular ba- 
‘sis. The other aspirants began to fear 
Starrek. Many refused to train with 
him. 

“I’m going to be the biggest thing 
to hit wrestling in years,’’ Starrek 
boasted to Allenson after eight 
months of training. “Look at these 
biceps, these deltoids; | can bench- 
press 450 pounds with ease now. 
That's why I’m going to take over this 
sport. I’m gonna be rich and 
famous.” 

“Sure you will,”’ muttered Allenson. 
“We'll see.” 

2) 

‘To me, it was Earl Maynard and 
Tony Atlas who were first responsible 
for today’s move to power,”’ recalled 
Sammartino. “There had been other 
‘body beautifuls’ previous to that, but 
these men were different. They had, 
without a doubt, the most remarkable 
bodies I’d ever seen in wrestling. 
They had big muscles, but they could 
move, too.” 

“It’s true,” agreed Thesz. ‘‘Atlas 
was unique for his time. He could lift 
opponents high over his head, but he 
had mobility, too. He could do any- 
thing. A few years later, Hogan came 
along and had a big influence on 
wrestling. Then came The Road War- 
riors. Those monsters simply ran into 
the ring and crushed their opponents. 
They’re still doing it; I'd say they're 
the most influential team in wrestling. 
But there are a lot of men copying 
them who lack the fundamental skills 
to be long-term stars.” 

Sammartino and Thesz named 
Luger, Sting, and even non-body- 
builders like Bam Bam Bigelow as 
men who have best achieved the 
proper balance between power and 
skill. But they weren’t nearly as sup- 
portive of many of the other big men. 

‘“‘Too many of today’s stars, such 
as The Ultimate Warrior, don’t know 
anything except brawling,” com- 
plained Thesz. “That’s why you al- 
ways see men like Ric Flair and 





Doug Furnas drives Jonathan Boyd into the ropes with a forearm smash. Before he broke into wrestling, 
Furnas was a world-champion powerlifter. His tremendous strength helps him in the ring, but he also 
realizes the value of scientific wrestling. 


Race hold their championships for 
years. Everybody thinks the power- 
lifters will just come in and squash 
them, but it never happens. That’s 
because those champs are complete 
athletes.” 

‘You've got to have power, speed, 
and wrestling knowledge,” said Sam- 
martino. ‘Take it from me, you can 
only get by on power for so long. 
Then people start to figure your 
methods out. Then you're finished.” 

a) 

Things were heating up at training 
camp. No longer known as Mark 
Starrek—and now up to 294 
pounds—the young grappler now 
went under the moniker of The Anni- 
hilator. He wore multicolored war 
paint and form-fitting spandex tights. 
His upper torso was shaved and 
oiled, giving him the look of a Greek 
god. An impressive sight, he had 
been told by a local California pro- 
moter that he would receive his first 
pro match at an upcoming card—but 
only if he could defeat Andy 
Allenson, who also was working to- 
ward his debut, in a practice match. 

Outweighed by 65 _ pounds, 
Allenson stared warily across the ring 
at the man with whom he had spent 


months training and living. The Anni- 
hilator bore no expression. When the 
bell rang, Allenson ran toward his 
bigger opponent, who calmly lifted 
him up and slammed him to the can- 
vas. Allenson next tried to tackle The 
Annihilator, but again was slammed 
to the mat with a crushing thud. The 
promoter was impressed with this 
Startling display of raw power. 

The Annihilator was drunk with 
power as he waited for Allenson to 
try another flying tackle. But this time, 
Allenson slid underneath his larger 
opponent's legs, reached around his 
waist and rolled him backward for the 
pin and victory. The total time of the 
match was 47 seconds. 

Afterward, when Starrek — sat 
slumped in the dressing room, he 
looked up to find the outstretched 
hand of Allenson. Starrek accepted 
the expression of friendship. Both 
wrestlers let out a laugh. 

“l'll be at the gym tomorrow at 
nine o'clock,” said Allenson quietly. 
“Are you finally gonna join us for 
some mat work?” 

“l'll be there at 8:30,” said the 
humbled Starrek. “Thanks, man. You 
really showed me _— something 
tonight.’ L 
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Feedback 


(Continued from page 9) 


everyone and squashed the Midnights. 
This would certainly set off a major 
feud were it not for the entrance of 
Paul E. Dangerously’s ‘‘Original” Mid- 
night Express, another occurrence un- 
foreseen by Comette in his “Manag- 
er’s Forum.” 
PERRY RIANHARD 
Branford, CT 


A NICE TRIBUTE 

I want to thank you for Dave 
Rosenbaum’s nice tribute to Bruiser 
Brody and Adrian Adonis in your Win- 
ter 1988 issue (“Tough Men, Tough 
Lives: The Twin Tragedies Of Bruiser 
Brody & Adrian Adonis”). After read- 
ing his sympathetic eulogy, I feel like I 
know these two great men a lot better. 

It still startles me when I think about 
these two tragic deaths. Accidents will 
happen, I guess, but that doesn’t make 
it any easier. And that someone could 
stab Brody still seems unbelievable to 
me. 

Wrestling will certainly miss these 
two great men. Their kind comes 
around all too rarely today. Thanks 
again. 

WAYNE ESTES 
Providence, RI 


THE HYATT TOUCH 

Congratulations on the outstanding 
interview with Missy Hyatt in your 
Winter 1988 issue. It was a job well 
done. 
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Missy Hyatt’s unpredictability as a commentator 
makes her a treat to watch, writes reader Alan 
Digby. 


Missy Hyatt is certainly a lady of 
many faces. She’s shown this in the 
past, and I’m sure she'll continue her 
impetuous ways in the future. The fact 
that she came to the aid of Bambi 
shows that she is full of surprises and 
contradictions. She even claims to be 
supporting Tom Prichard, a former en- 
emy of hers. 

As Missy says, she is constantly in 
demand. And her job as a color com- 
mentator will certainly spice things up 
at any match she attends. 

ALAN DIGBY 
Mississauga, Ontario 


CH-CH-CH-CHANGES 

I have been reading with great en- 
joyment every article I can find about 
Jerry Lawler’s AWA World title reign. 
When Lawler won Kerry Von Enich’s 
World Class belt, I thought it was the 
culmination of a great series of match- 
es for Lawler. I was wrong. 
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Jerry Lawler battles Kerry Von Erich. Reader Sam 
Garber has lost respect for “The King.”’ 


The more I really look into the situa- 
tion, the more I realize that Lawler has 
not been acting honorably at all. Take 
these few examples: 

@ Although the series began as an 
exercise in sportsmanship, it quickly 
degenerated into one of kicking and 
punching—most of it caused by 
Lawler. He’s even used foreign ob- 
jects on many occasions! 

@Lawler used a loaded glove to 
knock out Von Erich in a match in 
Dallas. That’s not sportsmanship! 

@After Lawler won Von Enich’s 
World Class title, he defended only 
the World Class belt rather than put 
the AWA title on the line. That’s un- 
fair. A unified titlist should not be al- 
lowed to split up his titles whenever 
he wants to. 

I don’t want to believe all these inci- 
dents of underhandedness, but Lawler 
has given me no choice. “The King”’ is 
acting like a pauper. 

SAM GARBER 
Bronx, NY LJ 
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For the past three years, the September cover-dated 
“SuperCards” editions of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
have set new standards for wrestling journalism. 
Bonus pages, special 12-page color sections, and 


peerless analysis of the annual spring “SuperCards’”’ 


make the September editions of PW/ true collectors’ 
items. We have limited supplies of these newsstand 


sellouts, and they're sure to go fast. Only $5.00 each. 


Order today! 


| Make check or money order payable 
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| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me the magazines | have 
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FUNDS ONLY) for each one | am ordering. 


PWI September 1986 (“SuperCards '86”) 
PWI September 1987 (“SuperCards ’87”) 
PWI September 1988 (“SuperCards ’88”) 
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Crossfire 
(Continued from page 18) 
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tamer covers Won Erich for the pin ‘during a match in World Class territory. The two men 1 here ae 


feuding in title vs. title matches for months. 
pro wrestling. That is why I chose 
to remain in Memphis. By limiting 
my territory, I felt I’d remain more 
in control of my career. And it 
worked. It worked for 14 years. 
Sure, I had my feuds and fights, my 
disagreements and bad times, but I 
was always able to limit the dam- 
age. I’ve always maintained a 
strong grip on the direction of my 
career and the direction of my life. 
BA: But you wanted to be a world 
champion. 

JL: Exactly, Bill. It got to a point 
where I had accomplished all I was 
going to in Memphis. I pined after a 
world championship, and _ got 
damned tired of waiting for the 
NWA and AWA champions to make 
their yearly visits. After a long talk 
with the wife, I decided to go after 
the title, even if it meant being on 
the road a lot. I accomplish my 
goals. I didn’t realize the compro- 
mises I would be forced to make as 
AWA champion. 

EE: So you can’t sit in Moe & Joe’s 
coffee shop and shoot the breeze 
with Huck and Yuck anymore. Isn't a 
world championship worth it? 

JL: It is and it isn’t. You can make 
all the fun of me you want, but 
walking through town, talking to 
my fans and friends, was a big part 
of my life. I don’t know if I’m ready 
to give that up. 

EE: Somehow you’ve managed to 
avoid the only real question we've 
asked you. How do you explain the 
foreign object? 

JL: It’s part of the pressure put on 


you to defend the championship. 
When you’re put in a situation 
where you’re battling the crowd 
and the referees in addition to your 
opponent, you must find ways to 
even the odds. I don’t like it any 
more than you do. 

BA: How different will Jerry Lawler, 
World champion, continue to be 
from the Jerry Lawler we’ve come to 
know and admire over the years? 
We certainly cannot condone or ap- 
plaud your behavior thus far. 

JL: It’s hard to say, Bill. I’m getting 
real tired lately. Defending the belt 
requires total concentration. There 
is no such thing as an easy match; 
opponents will stop at nothing to 
win. Don’t get me wrong, fellas, I 
still love the fans. But with the 
growing demands on my time, I’m 
finding it harder and harder to ac- 
commodate them the way I’m used 
to. When you’re at the top, it’s gets 
to be about winning at all costs. 
BA: What price is too high? When 
will you say enough? 

JL: The problem with a title belt is 
the sense of power that comes with 
it. You never want to give it up. I'd 
hate to see it change me in ways I 
can’t correct. I have a strong fam- 
ily, thank goodness, that supports 
me. I guess I thought being World 
champion would be like it always 
was, except better. I’m learning the 
ropes the hard way. I want to 
emerge from this experience not 
only a better wrestler, but also a 
better man. I’m confident that I 
will. a 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


that when the referee makes his three- 
count, the match is over. The added 
pressure of having to win that fall in- 
jects a shot of adrenaline into both the 
competitors and the fans. The first fall 
of a three-falls match is like the first 
game of the World Series. It’s impor- 
tant but not crucial. Single-fall matches 
are like ensuring that there will be a 
seventh game of the World Senes ev- 
ery time. 

@Injuries. In a_ best-of-three-falls 
match, a challenger will be encour- 
aged to injure the champion during 
the first fall in order to keep the cham- 
pion from continuing and therefore 


be to gain a win over, not injure, his 
opponent. 

®Fairness. If all title matches were 
two out of three falls, the champion 
would be wrestling an exhausting 
schedule of three-fall bouts. His chal- 
lengers, meanwhile, would be wres- 
tling in single-fall bouts on the way to 
a title shot. The result would most of- 
ten be an exhausted champion facing 
a fresh challenger, which is patently 
unfair to the champion. This would in 
turn lead to shorter title reigns as tired 
champions face energetic contenders. 
shorter title reigns would then result in 
as. titles 


championship _ instability, 
gain the title via forfeit. This is clearly 
abominable. A wrestler’s goal should 


MATCHES SHOULD NOT BE STOPPED 
AT THE FIRST SIGHT OF BLOOD 


“Stop matches at the first sight of blood? You’ve got to be kidding!” 

That was the overwhelming response to last issue’s “You Decide” fan poll. 
The survey, coming on the heels of the July 10 Lex Luger-Ric Flair stoppage in 
Baltimore, clearly reflected fans’ passion on the issue. Not surpnisingly, you 
voted that matches should continue. 

In all, 85 percent of the respondents voted against first-blood stoppages. 
Paul Murphy of Dover, Delaware, spoke for the majority: “Blood is a part of 
wrestling, and if wrestlers can’t handle it, they should get out. Every wrestler 
understands that he might get hurt at any time; being able to dish out punish- 
ment and take it is important.” 

Many in the majonty, however, were not as rigid as Murphy and conceded 
that a referee should be able to stop a match if the blood letting became too 
severe. ‘No one likes to see a man get injured,” said Bernice Russman of New 
York, “so a ref should be able to step in if there’s any danger of serious injury. 
But under no circumstances is there an excuse for stopping a match at the first 
sight of blood.” 

Speaking for the minority, Paul Lipson of Bathgate, Oklahoma, said, “The first 
sight of blood is a good cutoff point. If the referee waits longer, he could be 
subjecting a wrestler to the severest of injuries. And injuring a wrestler is not 
the goal of an opponent, beating him fair and square is. I say stop the match 
before an injury and schedule a mandatory rematch.” 

Regardless of Lipson’s passion, he is still in the minority. The fans want the 
matches to continue. Now it’s in the hands of the federations. 


Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 89 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


( )Yes, title matches should be two out of three falls 
( )No, title matches should not be two out of three falls 


Name: Age: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 


would change hands perhaps every 
few weeks instead of once a year. 
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Man” as a result of her own extensive in- 
vestigation? Neither party will reveal the 
machinations behind Savage's job 
search. Regardless, Elizabeth's emer- 
gence as the winner of the “Who Will 
Manage Randy Savage?” sweepstakes 
staggered the mat world. In a sport 
where ugliness is the rule, where the 
Fabulous Moolah gets whistled at, Eliza- 
beth materialized as a venerated, deified 
goddess. 

But unlike the contests where beauty 
was an end in itself, Elizabeth's disarm- 
ing looks became a potent counterpoint 
in the ring alongside her brilliant and un- 
compromising strategies. She had dis- 
covered a venue where her brains 
would serve her as well as her cheek- 
bones. Opposing managers, bitter at 
having been passed over, ridiculed Sav- 
age’s choice and warned him that it 
would destroy his career. 

From the beginning, wrestlers, fans, 
and media completely misjudged the 
Savage-Elizabeth alliance. Most assumed 
Savage had hired himself a centerpiece, 
a pretty skirt to hold open the ropes and 
dry-clean his robes. Savage's reluctance 
to discuss their relationship fueled ru- 





Though Savage and Hogan feuded in 1985 and 1986 (above and right), they 
were easily brought together by Elizabeth, who saw in them opportunities for 


success beyond her wildest expectations. 
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Elizabeth 


(Continued from page 41) 





Elizabeth served him meekly in the ring. Her “in- 
nocence”’ might well have been a front. 


mors enough to fill every page in this 
magazine. 

Elizabeth did little to allay the unflat- 
tering image. Servile and meek, she 
would accompany Savage to the ring 
and gaze worshipfully as he romped in 
match after match. Judging from her va- 
let-like ring demeanor, one could never 
guess there was a crafty professional 
lurking underneath. But promoters and 
agency who dealt with her directly de- 
scribed a woman steeped in ring smarts 
and business savvy. 

“Elizabeth was no floozy broad,” said 
a WWF official, recalling an early negoti- 
ation. “Savage was scheduled to sign a 
standard contract for his next series of 
matches. Elizabeth said, ‘Randy Savage 
is not a standard wrestler. She drew up 
a contract with special incentives and 
stipulations and threatened to pull Sav- 
age out of the federation if her demands 
weren't met. She got everything she 
wanted. And being the sweetest-looking 
dame in the joint wasn’t why. She was 
just a sharp and tough negotiator.” 

She was just what Savage's flounder- 
ing career needed. Until that point, Sav- 
age’s tour of duty was best embodied by 





The Megapowers the greatest team ever—or it 
could result in a disastrous war. 








a quote from Indiana basketball coach 
Bobby Knight: Everyone wants to be on 
a championship team, but no one wants 
to come to practice. A raw, unrefined 
talent unaccustomed to disciplined train- 
ing, Savage had been on a career-long 
collision course with trouble. He sought 
a strong manager possessing knowledge 
and wisdom. But above all he needed 
someone whose advice he would heed. 

Men like Savage—wild, recalcitrant, 
and disobedient—do not listen to other 
men. In Elizabeth, he found the Beauty 
to tame his Beast. Elizabeth was beauti- 
ful and brilliant, and what she said made 
sense. If Savage became intoxicated 
with her charm and intelligence, he be- 
came drunk with his growing success. It 
was a perfect relationship. It didn’t mat- 
ter why Savage listened to her, as long 
as he listened. 

Yet, despite the affection and respect 
he felt for her, Savage often reverted 
back to his old, turbulent self. There was 
speculation that Elizabeth wanted to 
drop Savage after his WrestleMania III 
loss of the Intercontinental title to Rick 
Steamboat. “She was very upset,” recalls 
a mutual friend. “She screamed at Sav- 
age in the dressing room after the 
match. Savage wrestled into 
Steamboat’s strengths, not according to 
the instructions Elizabeth had given. She 
was bitterly disappointed.” 

Savage promised to redouble his ef- 
forts and the two reconciled. Savage 
went on a rampage that ended last 
March with his victory in the WWF 
World title tournament. It was as much 
a victory for Elizabeth—and new ally 
Hulk Hogan—as it was for Savage. De- 
spite the great win, Elizabeth told friends 
she was not satisfied. 

“My feeling after talking to her was 
that she felt there were bigger fish to 
fry,” said a friend. “She felt that The 
Megapowers had the potential to dwarf 
everything else in pro wrestling,” 

The reasoning, according to the 
friend, went something like this: Savage 
wore the belt, but Hogan was the cham- 
pion. Though Savage was the titleholder, 
Hogan was still wrestling’s biggest at- 
traction. Elizabeth created, fostered, and 
encouraged Savage's relationship with 
Hulk Hogan. When The Megapowers 
first shook hands after Hogan rescued 
Savage from a brutal attack by The Hon- 
ky Tonk Man and The Hart Foundation, 
Elizabeth was right there to certify the 
alliance. Simply stated, without Eliza- 
beth there would not be a Megapowers. 

Now, she has “consented” to manage 
Hogan, an agreement that never sat well 
with Savage. Hogan’s growing familiar- 
ity with Elizabeth—the kisses he steals 


during matches, the way he lifts her up 
after a victory—register visibly on the 
“Macho Man's” face. He is a champion, 
but he is man—and he is jealous. 

Elizabeth has her own agenda. She 
vowed never to acquiesce to the de- 
mands of others, whether they are 
WWF champions or 6'8” wrestling leg- 
ends. It appears Savage will have to suf- 
fer the indignity of sharing the manager 
he made famous with the one man 
more popular than himself. But by man- 
aging two such volatile personalities, 
men accustomed to getting what they 
want, she has created a divisive and 
dangerous situation. 

“It may be that Elizabeth didn’t think 
this out completely,” said a friend. “It’s 
the one time in her career where ambi- 
tion may outweigh common sense. Now 
that Hogan has taken a shine to her, it 
may be impossible for the three of them 
to get along.” 

By “shine,” the friend is not casting 
any romantic allusions upon the couple. 
Elizabeth is not a homewrecker; she 
would abhor the idea of Hogan—or of 
any man she manages—falling in love 
with her. Besides, Hogan is not likely to 
abandon his wife and baby for the 
charms of Elizabeth. The improbable 
combination of brains and beauty in a 
wrestling manager is simply an exciting 
proposition. 

Hogan likes what he sees and wants 
it. Savage—who is in love with Eliza- 
beth—wants her undivided attention. 
The situation is irreconcilable. A war is 
inevitable. 

For now, you can find the uncomfort- 
able alliance in a ring near you: Hogan 
and Savage flanking their lovely manag- 
er as they walk into the ring. And on 
Elizabeth's face: a big smile. 

She is smiling because she always 
smiles. It’s part of her image. But she is 
always thinking. Yes, she did think this 
out completely. She knows that there 
are pitfalls in the course she is traveling. 
But, like any good businesswoman, she 
is willing to gamble for greater profits. 
Especially when she feels that she has 
matters under her control. 

There will come a time—soon—when 
Hogan and Savage will go to war again. 
At that point, Elizabeth will play the part 
of the damsel in distress. She will shed a 
lot of tears, but she will be smiling in- 
side. She has found a way to profit from 
the battle of the two men she was 
thought to have cared most about. 
When it is all over, she will be the only 
winner. 

And the world might never know that 
it was she who arranged the whole 
thing. L] 
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Qe BACK ISSUES OF ea 


September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 
vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 

February 1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
Spoiler, Brisco. 

May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre. 

October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 
Super D. 

January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 
Thornton, Keirn. 

June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 
Slater, Piper. 

September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase, 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 

March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 

April 1982/Spoiler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
rales, Super D, Ladd. 

May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling II. 

June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 

July 1982/Steamboat-Idol, Albano, 
Rhodes, Patera. 

August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 
Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 
October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 
Kabuki, Von Erich. 

November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras. 

December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 
Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 

March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 

April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 

May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 

June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 

July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 
October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 
gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
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December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca. 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Starrcade '83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards. 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine. 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade '84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fliair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Omdorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors. 
November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 








Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 


WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


BOLDFACE.] 


December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 

March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 

April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Orndorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of '80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 
December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 

April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 

May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WF title history. 

July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
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January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 

February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 

April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 

May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 

July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 

September 1988/Predictions Through 
1998, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 

October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
November 1988/R&R Express, Honky 





Tonk, Von Erichs, Great American Bash. 


December 1988/Warriors, Samoan 
SWAT Team, Hart, Andre, Presidential 
Wrestlers. 

January 1989/Jake-Cheryl-Rude, 
Sting, Lawler, Flair, Savage’s career. 
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INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 89’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


a | was recently surprised to learn 

= that my favorite wrestler, Hulk Ho- 
gan, was once one of the most hated nule- 
breakers in wrestling. Did he ever utilize 
a manager during this point in his history? 
Exactly when did he decide to become a 
fan favorite?—Chns Johnstone, Pocatello, 
IN 


A: Hogan employed three managers 
edunng his nulebreaking early 
years. When Hogan first appeared in the 
World Wrestling Federation in late 1979, 
he was guided by the infamous Fred 
Blassie. After Hogan left the WWF a little 
more than a year later, he ventured to 
several different federations, including the 
Mid-Southem region (now the CWA), 
where he was managed by Jimmy Hart 
for a short time in 1981. Hogan ventured 
to the AWA in 1982, where he was man- 
aged by “Luscious” Johnny Valiant, prob- 
ably the least known of Hogan’s manag- 
ers. Valiant managed Hogan for only a 
few bouts, after which Hogan was 
matched against several muilebreakers 
such as Mr. Saito. The fans immediately 
rallied to his side, which led him to drop 
Valiant and change his attitude. 

g is it illegal to pull the tights for 

w leverage when applying a suplex? 
I have long been under the impression 
that grabbing an opponent’s trunks was 
always against the rules, under any cir- 
cumstances. But I see wrestlers grabbing 
the tights for leverage everytime I see 
someone administer a suplex! Why 
doesn't the referee make a count and 
make them break the hold?—Regina Tay- 
lor, Ft. Meade, MD 
A a The sixth edition of “The Official 

w Rules Of Professional Wrestling,” 
published in 1983 by the NWA, seems to 
back up your belief, Regina. Section three 
of the rulebook states that the “pulling of 
hair, mask, tights, or athletic gear to gain 
any sort of an advantage is prohibited.” 
NWA referee Tommy Young claims, how- 
ever, that the enforcement of many items 
in the mlebook has been relaxed be- 
cause of the way the sport has evolved. 
“A few years ago, almost nobody could 
properly deliver a suplex,” said Young. 


“Now, since wrestlers are much better 
athletes than they were years ago, almost 
everybody uses the maneuver. It’s all a 
matter of how the mules are interpreted. 
Most officials fee] that using the trunks for 
a suplex is far different than pulling the 
tights to pin someone. Remember, today’s 
rulebook is based on many of the same 
principles of the original rulebook, which 
was written way back in 1905. The same 
section of the 1983 nllebook also says that 
a wrestler cannot tape his knuckles, 
wrists, or fingers, but now hand-taping is 
accepted in every sport, not only wres- 
tling. The sport is changing. Referees ac- 
knowledge that and officiate a match with 
that in mind.” 

a |'ve been haunted for a long time 

mw by the music that accompanies 
King Haku—and earlier, Harley Race— 
when he makes his nng entrances. A 
friend of mine says the music is the royal 
anthem of Great Britain. What is this love- 
ly piece?—Angelina Petrokowitz, 
Palenville, NY 
A: This regal-sounding music is one 

eof the most famous classical 
pieces in music history. It is “The Great 
Gate Of Kiev,” from Pictures At An Exhi- 
bition. This beautiful theme was com- 
posed by Modest Petrovich Moussorgsky 
(1839-1881). 

ws Has there ever been a WWF ju- 

= nior or light heavyweight champi- 
on?—Randy Atkins, Kensal, ND 
A: Yes. In December 1977, the WWF 

= named Jose Estrada its first junior 
heavyweight champion in hopes of ex- 
panding competition in the lighter weight 
division, Estrada defended the title for 
only one month until he was defeated by 
Japanese star Tatsumi Fujinami on January 
23, 1978, at Madison Square Garden in 
New York. Fujinami brought the belt 
back to Japan, and it was there where 
Tiger Mask captured the belt in 1982. 
From then on, the belt was defended spo- 
radically, and later was dropped altogeth- 
er. The WWF named Les Thorton its 
light heavyweight champion for a brief 
period in 1985, but ended its sanction of 
the title soon afterward. 0 
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RATINGS 


For period ended November 18, 1988 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categonies are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


6—BARRY WINDHAM 

U.S. champion 
7—ANDRE THE GIANT 

No. 2 contender: WWF title 
8—HULK HOGAN 

No. 3 contender: WWE title 
9—STING 

No. 3 contender: NWA title 
10—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
WWF World champion 


2—RIC FLAIR 

NWA World champion 
3—JERRY LAWLER 

AWA World champion 
4—LEX LUGER 

No. 2 contender: NWA title 


5—KERRY VON ERICH 
World Class champion 


MOST POPULAR 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last issue: No. 2 Popular 


2—HULK HOGAN 

Last issue: No. 1 Popular 
3—STING 

Last issue: No. 3 Popular 
4—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

Last issue: No. 7 Popular 


5—LEX LUGER 
Last issue: No. 4 Popular 


Last issue: No. 10 Popular 
7—DUSTY RHODES 
Last issue: No. 5 Popular 
8—JERRY LAWLER 
Last issue: No. 8 Popular 
9—KERRY VON ERICH 
Last issue: No. 9 Popular 
10—RICK STEINER 


Last issue: unrated 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 


1—BARRY WINDHAM 
263, Sweetwater, TX 


2—LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, IL 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 


5—RICK STEINER 
248, Detroit, MI 


6—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 
245, Syracuse, NY 
8—STEVE WILLIAMS 
302, Austin, TX 
9—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 


10—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 


WWF 

World Champion: RANDY SAVAGE 245, Sarasota, FL 
1—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 6—TED DiBIASE 

280, Queens, NY 247, Omaha, NB 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 7—THE HONKY TONK MAN 

497, Grenoble, France 255, Memphis, TN 
3—HULK HOGAN 8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 280, Glens Falls, NY 
4—BiG BOSSMAN 9—DINO BRAVO 

348, Cobb County, GA 246, Montreal, Quebec 


5—KING HAKU 10—HERCULES HERNANDEZ 
274, Tonga 255, Tampa, FL 
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6—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR| 1—BIG BOSSMAN 





TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
NWA World tag team champions 


2—DEMOLITION 
WWF World tag team champions 


3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 


No. 1 contenders: NWA tag team title 
4—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
AWA World tag team champions 


5—THE FANTASTICS 


No. 1 contenders to U.S. tag team title 
6—JACQUES & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 


7—THE HART FOUNDATION 
No. 2 contenders to WWF tag team title 


8—THE SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 


World Class tag team champions 


9—THE SHEEPHERDERS 


No. 2 contenders: U.S. tag team title 


WWF Intercontinental champ 149 TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 


No. 4 contenders: WWF tag team title 


MOST HATED 


6—RICK RUDE 
Last issue: No. 5 Hated 


7—THE HONKY TONK MAN 

Last issue: No. 6 Hated 
8—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

Last issue: unrated 
9—COL. DeBEERS 

Last issue: unrated 


10—STEVE WILLIAMS 


Last issue: unrated 


Last issue: unrated 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 

Last issue: No. 1 Hated 
3—RIC FLAIR 

Last issue: No. 2 Hated 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 

Last issue: No. 4 Hated 


5—TED DiBIASE 
Last issue: No. 3 Hated 


AWA 

World Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 
1—RONNIE GARVIN 6—MANNY FERNANDEZ 

231, Montreal, Quebec 245, El Paso, TX 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 7—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

260, Denton, TX 310, Parris Island, SC 
3—WAHOO McDANIEL 8—JEFF JARRETT 

280, Midland, TX 200, Hendersonville, TN 
4—GREG GAGNE 9—THE IRON SHEIK 

220, Robbinsdale, MN 263, Teheran, Iran 


5—COL. DeBEERS 10—MANDO GUERRERO 
248, Cape Town, S. Africa 225, Mexico City, Mexico 


STAMPEDE 
N. American Champion: MAKHAN SINGH 380, Saginaw, MI 


1—JOHNNY SMITH 


235, Manchester, England 


2—LANCE IDOL 

225, Hollywood, CA 
3—BRUCE HART 

211, Calgary, Alberta 
4—CHRIS BENOIT 

218, Edmonton, Alberta 


5—STEVE DiSALVO 
298, Boston, MA 


6—VULKAN SINGH 
300, Billings, MT 
7—GAMA SINGH 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 
8—JERRY MORROW 
235, Martinique 
9—STEVE BLACKMAN 
250, Pittsburgh, PA 


10—BEEF WELLINGTON 
225, Lloydmaster, Alberta 
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IcW 
ICW Champion: JOE SAVOLDI 225, Parsippany, NJ 


CONTINENTAL 
Continental Champion: TOM PRICHARD 220, Houston, TX 






1—DUTCH MANTELL 6—KEN WAYNE 1—JONATHAN BOYD 6—BOSTON BAD BOY 
224, Oil Trough, MX 208, Memphis, TN 240, New Zealand 280, Boston, MA 
2—BLACK BART 7—THE BULLET 2—DUNGEON MASTER 7—MOONDOG SPOT 


250, parts unknown 
8—CHIEF GATOR WOLF 
240, Phoenix, AZ 

9—THE THING 
225, parts unknown 


10—SCOTT PUTSKI 
230, Austin, TX 


261, Pampa, TX 
3—WILLIE B. HERT 

238, El Paso, TX 
4—TONY ANTHONY 

235, Bucksnorth, TN 


5—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
226, Marietta, GA 


WORLD CLASS 
World Class Champion: KERRY VON ERICH 260, Denton, TX 


1—ICEMAN PARSONS 6—KEVIN VON ERICH 
245, St. Louis, MO 235, Denton, TX 


2—JERRY LAWLER 7—KAMALA 
234, Memphis, TN 360, Uganda 


3—ERIC EMBRY 8—KENDALL WINDHAM 
225, Lexington, KY 220, Sweetwater, TX 


260, parts unknown 


3—TONY ATLAS 
247, Roanoke, VA 


4—JOHNNY CANINE 
240, Pittsburgh, PA 


5—VIC STEAMBOAT 
230, Honolulu, HI 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this maga- 
zine. We have examined our ratings for each of those is- 
sues—in our Top 10 and Tag Team categories only—and 
assigned each position a point value: 10 points for a number- 
one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and so on down to 
one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing 
a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five 
finishers in each category. While our regular ratings reflect the 


234, parts unknown 
8—DOUG FURNAS 

265, Commerce, OK 
9—DAN DAVIS 

238, Nashville, TN 


10—JOHNNY RICH 
235, Hendersonville, TN 










































ee heal rN one we th VA past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
» FORSMOUIN, wider trends in the sport. 
5—SUPER BLACK NINJA 10—THE BEAST 


SINGLES 

L—RIC FLAIR ...scccssssessrsecseerseesreteerseeesees 40 Points 
2—RANDY SAVAGE ....:ssssstescesseeeesersee 30 points 
S=LER) LUGER cconsersresiessonsesessseezinnivaissscastses SO POMS 
4—HULK HOGAN .....ccsssscsscssssseeseeeerseee 24 Points 
S—JERRY LAWLER .....cscsessesseessreeeenesen 24 POIts 


TAG TEAMS 

1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON..40 points 
2—THE ROAD WARRIORS. ........00 37 points 
3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE...........0..35 points 


5—MIKE MILLER 10—CACTUS JACK 4—DEMOLITION......scscesseseeesstssssesesesecees Se PONts 
265, New Orleans, LA 247, Truth or Cons., NM 5—THE HART FOUNDATION. ......sccsccceeree 20 points 


ANALYSIS 


245, Tokyo, Japan 375, Botswana 









CWA 
CWA Champion: TITLE VACANT Last held by Phil Hickerson 


1—BILL DUNDEE 6—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
214, Melbourne, Australia 225, Winter Haven, FL 


2—SID VICIOUS 7—BRIAN LEE 

290, parts unknown 242, St. Petersburg, FL 
3—JEFF JARRETT 8—BRIAN ADAMS 

200, Hendersonville, TN 250, Honolulu 


4—ROBERT FULLER 9—SCOTT STEINER 
238, Dyresburg, TN 235, Detroit, MI 


































A first-timer. That’s the IC W—Interna- 


A new number one! Things have cer- 
tional Championship Wrestling—which 


tainly changed since last issue, when The 


Road Warriors dropped to number three 
in our tag team ratings. Now the Wamiors, 
who earned their first NWA World tag title 
by downing The Midnight Express, have 
regained the top spot. The Midnights, who 
had been rated number one, fell two spots 
to number three. Demolition remains at 
number two. 


Another new number one! By attacking 
Hulk Hogan on national TV, Big Bossman 
did more than just start a feud with a for- 
mer WWF World champion—and take a 
step towards a shot at Randy Savage’s ti- 
tle. Bossman also eared the top spot in 
our Most Hated ratings for the first time, 
displacing Andre the Giant. This was quite 
a jump by Bossman, who wasn't even in- 





rey 


Big Bossman 


Hulk Hogan whips 
cluded in the Most Hated ratings last issue! 
In fact, Bossman has come a long way 
since his days in the NWA, when he was 
known as Big Bubba Rogers. 


takes center stage in our revolving ratings 
category for the first tme. The ICW runs 
cards throughout the country, including 
Canada, most of New England, New Jer- 
sey, New York, Anzona, and Flonda. The 
ICW heavyweight champion is Joe 
Savoldi, son of [CW promoter Mario 
Savoldi. Other stars are Vic Steamboat, 
brother of Rick Steamboat, and Scott 
Putski, son of Ivan Putski. 


Mail call. We'd like to know what you 
think about the various changes in the Top 
10 singles and tag team ratings, as well as 
anything else that might be on your mind. 
The address for mail is: “Ratings Analysis,” 
c/o Wrestling 89, Box 48, Rockville Centre, 
New York, 11571. LJ 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


Lia Maivia and two associates were charged by federal authorities 
with extorting money from a man trying to hold a wrestling card 
at the Blaisdell Arena in Honolulu. Maivia, president of the 
World Pacific Wrestling Association, vice president Ati So'o, and 
secretary-treasurer Lars Anderson, are accused of extorting 
$1,800 from John R. Wakayama in expectation of getting $3,200 the 
next day for allowing the Pacific Area Conference to hold a card 
at the arena. If convicted of the charges, Maivia, So'o, and 
Anderson would face a maximum of 20 years in prison. According to 
the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, FBI agent Joseph F. Holtslag Jr. said 
in an affidavit that the three accused demanded a $5,000 
"tribute'' from Wakayama and said they received similar 
"tributes'' from other promoters. Holtstag also said that 
Wakayama was threatened with violence against him and his two 
children, specifically his 14-year-old son. The affidavit charged 
that Wakayama was told he would have to rent a wrestling ring for 
$1,100 and buy three commercials on Maivia's Saturday morning 
wrestling show for $450. Maivia's husband, Peter Maivia, a famous 
wrestler and promoter, died of cancer in 1982; Lia Maivia took 
control of the business following his death. 





Don Muraco, Junkyard Dog, and The British Bulldogs are reported 
to have left the WWF and begin in the Stampede area in early 
December. This would mark one of the largest movements of talent 
from the WWF to another area since the early 1980s, when the WWF 
first established a nationwide power hase. ''I'm hoping to work 
with some of the independent federations and I've also committed 
to several cards in the Stampede area,'' Muraco said. ''My goal is 
to take away Makhan Singh's belt, and I think that with my 
experience and skill, that's not gonna be much of a problem." 
Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith, meanwhile, would be returning 
to the area where they first started teaming. Junkyard Dog has 
wrestled in Western Canada sporadically in the past. 


Dustin Rhodes and Kendall Windham, the ''Texas Broncos,'' have 
invaded the NWA. Dustin, the 19-year-old son of ‘'American Dream'' 
Dusty Rhodes, and Kendall, son of Blackjack Mulligan and brother 
of U.S. champion Barry Windham, were scheduled to start teaming 
in early December. The announcement came as a Surprise to many 
NWA observers because Dusty Rhodes and Barry Windham are bitter 
archrivals. But Dustin insisted that his father's problems with 
Barry have nothing to do with Kendall. ''Kendall has always been 
his own man and certainly has nothing against my father,'' Dustin 
said. ''In fact, he admires him very much. The idea here is 
simply that two wrestlers from Texas with similar styles are 
hoping to really make an impact on the NWA tag team picture." 
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INSULT 


BIG MUSCLES? tie in: 
Bis 7 days MADE A MAN 


y 
OUT OF ‘MAC 
my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 
self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 
to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- Uo a 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 
“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 
... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW I CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe... 

a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
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DARN iT! IM SICK AND TIRED OF 
BEING A SCARECROW!' CHARLES 
ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A 
REAL soov. ALL RicHT! iLL Gameue 
A STAMP AND GET ‘ 
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works that I make this offer to you. Try my course for on” 

for 7 days and in even that short period of time you Pupil. acl tt Setiey Shue AYLan Lene Ye 
will have results that not.only you can feel, but your Outline DO THIS FOR ME! way MUSCLES! ruar 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. Send courses In Pegler rae lh pancho <2 










JIU JITSU=KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 

HAND BALANCING 


for full information. WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1N 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 


DO YOU WANT... 
POWERFUL LEGS? PERSONALITY? & Oa irs! 


THERE'S THAT BIG STIFF AGAIN, 


SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
{ Send for P\ GRACE AND THE CROWD. 
prt. » FREE f(\, Jes re 
7 Photographic Data —a 
... THEN MAIL THIS A/VQQY/ ps Ei 


CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1N 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, 
New York. NY 10159 
Show me how “Dynamic-Tension™ can make 
me a new man. Send for FREE illustrated infor- 
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OF BODY | WANT 


[}) MORE MUSCLE 
—BIGGER CHEST 


[) BIG ARM mation. and details of your 7 Day Trial Off 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

®Ric Flair's victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

®@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

® Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at “Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

®@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@All this, and much, much more. 





Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash’'—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At ‘‘The Great American Bash’’: 

@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 
@Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 








| Make check or money order payable and send to: l Make a or money order payable and send to: 

TV SPORTS TV SPORT 

| Box 48 LORDS OF THE RING | | | 80x 48 RINGMASTERS 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! li ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 

7 Please check which format you want: () VHS L) Beta 7 Please check which format you want: C) VHS L) Beta 

Please rush me ________ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 7 Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 

] tape | am ordering. | handling) for each tape | am ordering. 

| ae ee | | Name 

(oe eae | 6 eee aaa are 
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For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 


